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REGULAR MEETING                               MONDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2012 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS                         7:00P.M. 
     
The  Regular  Meetings  of  City  Council  are  filmed  and  can  be  viewed  LIVE  while  the  meeting  is  
taking  place  or  at  your  convenience  at  any  time  after  the  meeting  on  the  City’s  website  at  
www.ReadingPa.gov,  under  Info  and  Downloads/Meetings  and  Agenda.  
  
All  electronic  recording  devices  must  be  located  behind  the  podium  area  in  Council  Chambers  
and  located  at  the  entry  door  in  all  other  meeting  rooms  and  offices,  as  per  Bill  No.  27-‐‑2012  
             
1. OPENING MATTERS 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
B. INVOCATION: Rev. Dr. Sandra Fees, First UU Church  
C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
D. ROLL CALL 
 
2. PROCLAMATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS 
 

• None 
 
3. PUBLIC COMMENT – AGENDA MATTERS: 
 
Citizens have the opportunity to address the Council, by registering with the City Clerk 
by 5 pm on the day of the scheduled Council meeting. All remarks must be directed to 
Council as a body and not to any individual Council member or public or elected official in 
attendance. Any person making personally offensive or impertinent remarks or any person 
becoming unruly while addressing Council may be called to order by the Presiding Officer and 
may be barred from speaking before Council, unless permission to continue speaking is granted 
by the majority vote of Council. 
 
All comments by the public shall be made from the speaker's podium. Citizens attending the 
meeting may not cross into the area beyond the podium.  Any materials to be 
distributed to Council must be given to the City Clerk before the meeting is called to 
order.  
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Those commenting on agenda business shall speak at the beginning of the meeting and shall limit 
their remarks to 5 minutes. Those commenting on general matters shall speak after the legislative 
business is concluded and shall limit their remarks to 3 minutes. No comments shall be made 
from any other location except the podium, and anyone making "out of order" comments may be 
subject to removal. There will be no demonstration at the conclusion of anyone's remarks. 
Citizens may not ask questions of Council members or other elected or public officials in 
attendance. 
 
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
  
A. MINUTES: Regular Meeting of November 26, 2012, Special Meeting of  

November 28, 2012 
B. AGENDA:  Regular Meeting of December 10, 2012 
 
5. Consent Agenda Legislation  
 
A.  Resolution – Herbein & Co external audit contract extension (Auditor) 
 
B.  Resolution – authorizing the submission of a Section 108 Loan for the hotel 
project in the 700 block of Penn Street (Community Development) 
 
C. Resolution – settling the tax assessment for Carpenter Technology, 101 W Bern 
St (Law) 
 
D. Award of Contract - to Burkey Construction for the Construction Manager for 
various City projects (Purchasing) 
 
E. Award of Contract - to National Recovery Agency, 2491 Paxton Street, 
Harrisburg, PA for the collection of non-utility based delinquent fees for the City of 
Reading (Purchasing) 
 
6. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORT 
 
7. REPORT FROM OFFICE OF THE AUDITOR 
 
8. REPORT FROM DEPT. DIRECTORS, BOARDS, AUTHORITIES, & 
COMMISSIONS 
 
9. ORDINANCES FOR FINAL PASSAGE 
 
A. Bill No. 107-2012 - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances 
Chapter 1 Administration and Government, Section 186 G Fiscal Provisions - 4.0 
Preparing Requests for Proposals (RFP's) for contracts greater than $10,000 
eliminating the Managing Director’s ability to waive the RFP process for professional 
services (Council Staff) Introduced at the October 22 regular meeting; Tabled at 
the November 19 and November 26 regular meetings 
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B. Bill No. 108-2012  - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances 
Chapter 1 Administration and Government, Section 186 G Fiscal Provisions by reducing 
the amount of expenditures and allocations requiring Council’s approval from $25,000 to 
zero ($0)  (Council Staff) Introduced at the October 22 regular meeting; Tabled at 
the November 19 and November 26 regular meetings 
 
C. Bill No. 121-2012 – amending the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act 
Recovery Plan for the City of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania (as filed with the 
City Clerk on May 28, 2010, and enacted into law under Bill No. 26 of 2010 on June 11, 
2010) (Law) Introduced at the November 13 special meeting 
 
D. Bill No.  122-2012 – Reading Phillies Lease Extension (Law) Introduced at 
the November 19 regular meeting 
 
E. Bill No.  123-2012- amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Reading, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, Fee Schedule, to reflect new rates for Rental Housing 
Inspections (Business Analyst/Council Staff) Introduced at the November 19 
regular meeting 
 
F. Bill No.  124-2012 – amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, Fee Schedule to reflect new Health Permit fees 
(Business Analyst/Council Staff) Introduced at the November 19 regular meeting  
 
G. Bill No.  125-2012 -  Amending the Codified Ordinances Chapter 10 Health 
and Safety by, Part 4, Certificate of Transfer, by redefining property to incorporate all 
real estate including a lot and providing a definition for a lot (Law) Introduced at the 
November 26 regular meeting 
 
10. INTRODUCTION OF NEW ORDINANCES 
 
None 
 
11. RESOLUTIONS 
 
Resolution – reappointing Mary Wolfe to the Blighted Property Review Committee 
(Nom & Appts) 
 
Resolution – appointing William Sands to the Historical Architectural Review Board 
(Nom & Appts) 
 
Resolution – reappointing Geoffrey Litwin to the Electrician’s Examining Board 
(Nom & Appts) 
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Pending Legislation 
 

Ordinance - establishing the employee positions for the City of Reading for the 
fiscal year 2013 (Law) Introduced at the November 28 special meeting; eligible for 
enactment at the December 17 meeting 
 
Ordinance - amending the 2012 City of Reading general fund budget by authorizing 
the transfer of funds from the Department of Public Works maintain/repair street lights 
line item to the Department of Public Works contracted services line item for the 
renewal of traffic signal maintenance contract with Telco (Council Staff) Introduced at 
the November 28 special meeting; eligible for enactment at the December 17 
meeting 
 
 
12. PUBLIC COMMENT – GENERAL MATTERS 
 
13. COUNCIL BUSINESS / COMMENTS 
 
14. COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE 
Tuesday,  December  11  
Charter  Training  –  Penn  Room  –  5:30  pm  
 
Monday,  December  17  –  Please  note  this  is  the  last  Council  meeting  in  2012  
Committee  of  the  Whole  –  Council  Office  –  5  pm  
Regular  Meeting  –  Council  Chambers  –  7  pm  
  
Tuesday,  December  25  
**City  Hall  closed  –  Christmas  holiday**  
  
Tuesday,  January  1  
**City  Hall  closed  –  New  Year’s  Day  holiday**  
  
Wednesday,  January  2  
Committee  of  the  Whole  -‐‑  Penn  Room  –  5  pm  -‐‑  DTE  Presentation  
  
Monday,  January  7  
Nominations  and  Appointments  Committee  –  Council  Office  –  4  pm  
Housing  and  Economic  Development  –  Council  Office  –  5  pm  
Open  Government,  Rules  and  Intergovernmental  Relations  –  Council  Office  –  5  pm  
  
Monday,  January  14  
Committee  of  the  Whole  –  Council  Office  –  5  pm  
Regular  Meeting  –  Council  Chambers  –  7  pm  
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15. BAC AND COMMUNITY GROUP MEETING SCHEDULE 
  
Monday,  December  10  
Fire  Civil  Service  Board  –  Penn  Room  –  4  pm  
6th  &  Amity  Neighborhood  &  Playground  Assn  –  6th  &  Amity  Fieldhouse  –  6:30  pm  
  
Tuesday,  December  11  
Airport  Authority  –  Airport  Authority  Office  –  8:15  am  
Water  Authority  Workshop  –  Water  Authority  Office  –  4  pm  
District  11  Crime  Watch  –  Orthodox  Presbyterian  Church  –  7  pm  
  
Wednesday,  December  12  
Zoning  Hearing  Board  –  Penn  Room  –  5:30  pm  
Center  City  Community  Organization  –  Holy  Cross  Church  –  6  pm  
  
Thursday,  December  13  
Police  Pension  Board  –  Penn  Room  –  10  am  
Monday,  December  17  
Library  Board  –  113  S  4th  St  –  4  pm  
  
Tuesday,  December  18  
Charter  Board  –  Penn  Room  –  7  pm  
HARB  –  Planning  Conference  Room  –  7  pm  
  
Wednesday,  December  19  
Diversity  Board  –  Penn  Room  –  4  pm  
Redevelopment  Authority  –  Redevelopment  Authority  Office  –  5:30  pm  
  
Thursday,  December  20  
Blighted  Property  Review  Committee  –  Council  Chambers  –  6  pm  
  
Monday,  December  24  
DID  Authority  –  645  Penn  St  5th  Floor  –  noon  
BARTA  –  BARTA  Office  –  3  pm  
  
Wednesday,  December  26  
Human  Relations  Commission  –  Penn  Room  –  5:30  pm  
Parking  Authority  –  Parking  Authority  Office  –  5:30  pm  
Outlet  Area  Neighborhood  –  St  Mark’s  Lutheran  Church  –  6:30  pm  
Stadium  Commission  –  Stadium  RBI  room  –  7:30  pm  
  
Thursday,  December  27  
Water  Authority  –  Water  Authority  Office  –  4  pm  
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Wednesday,  January  2  
Reading  Elderly  Housing  Crime  Watch  –  Front  &  Washington  Sts  –  2:30  pm  
Board  of  Health  –  Penn  Room  –  6  pm  
District  2  Crime  Watch  –  St.  Paul’s  Lutheran  Church  –  6:30  pm  
  
Thursday,  January  3  
Police  Civil  Service  Board  –  Penn  Room  –  noon  
Glenside  Community  Council  –  Christ  Lutheran  Church  –  6:30  pm  
District  3  Crime  Watch  –  Calvary  Baptist  Church  –  7  pm  
  
Monday,  January  7  
Shade  Tree  Commission  –  Planning  Conference  Room  –  6  pm  
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City  of  Reading  City  Council  
Regular  Business  Meeting  
Monday,  November  26,  2012  

  
Council  President  Francis  G.  Acosta  called  the  meeting  to  order.    
  
The  invocation  was  given  by  Pastor  Ramon  Mendez,  First  Evangelical  Church.  
  
All  present  pledged  to  the  flag.  
  

ATTENDANCE  
Council  President  Acosta  
Councilor  Corcoran,  District  1  
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  District  2  
Councilor  Sterner,  District  3  
Councilor  Marmarou,  District  4  
Councilor  Reed,  District  5  
Councilor  Waltman,  District  6  
Managing  Director  C.  Snyder  
City  Auditor  D.  Cituk  
City  Solicitor  C.  Younger  
City  Clerk  L.  Kelleher  
Mayor  V.  Spencer  
  
PROCLAMATIONS  AND  PRESENTATIONS  
There  were  no  proclamations  or  presentations  issued  at  this  meeting.  
  
PUBLIC  COMMENT  
Council  President  Acosta  announced  that  there  is  one  citizen  registered  to  address  
Council  on  agenda  matters  and  one  citizen  registered  to  address  non-‐‑agenda  matters  
this  evening.    He  inquired  if  any  member  of  Council  objected  to  suspending  the  rule  
requiring  non-‐‑agenda  comment  at  the  end  of  the  meeting.    As  no  one  objected  the  rule  
requiring  non-‐‑agenda  comment  at  the  end  of  the  meeting  was  suspended.  
  
Council  President  Acosta  reminded  the  citizens  registered  to  speak  about  the  remaining  
public  speaking  rules.  
  
Ernie  Schlegel,  of  Pear  Street,  expressed  concern  with  the  lack  of  rededicated  property  
tax  millage  for  library  funding.    He  stated  that  he  requested  .02  of  a  mil.    He  stated  that  
dedicated  property  tax  millage  would  provide  a  consistent  funding  stream  that  would  
be  used  to  support  library  operations.    He  stated  that  the  Library  Board  has  been  
covering  the  funding  gap  with  transfers  from  their  reserve  account;  however,  he  stated  
that  his  year’s  transfer  will  be  $500,000.    He  noted  that  the  reserve  account  transfers  will  
no  longer  be  available  in  2014.    He  stated  that  the  roof  at  the  Main  Branch  is  in  need  of  
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replacement.    He  took  issue  with  the  lack  of  time  dedicated  to  discuss  the  library’s  
needs  during  the  budget  review  process.    He  stated  that  the  City  is  killing  property  
owners  with  repeated  property  tax  increases.  
  
Maryanne  Ciarlone,  of  North  5th  Street,  requested  corrections  to  the  Housing  and  
Economic  Development  minutes.    She  expressed  the  belief  that  the  Quality  of  Life  
report  issued  at  a  Committee  session  includes  errors  made  by  Property  Maintenance  
Inspectors.    She  expressed  belief  in  the  Quality  of  Life  Ticket  program  but  noted  the  
need  for  process  corrections.    She  also  expressed  the  belief  that  the  CORE  program  is  
not  a  solution  to  the  City’s  housing  problems  as  there  are  vacant  homes  in  the  direct  
vicinity  of  the  first  CORE  property  at  737  N  4th  Street.    She  noted  that  vacant  properties  
are  detrimental  to  other  homes  in  the  neighborhood.  
  
APPROVAL  OF  THE  AGENDA  &  MINUTES  
Council  President  Acosta  called  Council'ʹs  attention  to  the  minutes  for  the  November  
19th  Regular  Meeting  of  Council  and  the  agenda  for  this  meeting,  including  the  
legislation  under  the  Consent  agenda  heading.  Managing  Director  Snyder  stated  that  
the  Administration  would  like  to  formally  withdraw  Bill  117  and  119-‐‑2012  from  
consideration.  
  
Councilor  Sterner  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Marmarou,  to  approve  the  minutes  
from  the  November  26th  Regular  Meeting  and  the  agenda  as  amended,  including  the  
consent  agenda  legislation.    The  motion  was  approved  unanimously.      
  
Council  President  Acosta  stated  that  Council  has  agreed  to  take  action  on  the  
Ordinances  for  Final  Passage  first,  due  to  Councilor  Marmarou‘s  illness.  
  
Consent  Agenda  
A. Resolution 128-2012 – promoting Paramedic Matthew Small to the rank of 
Lieutenant in the Reading Department of Fire and Rescue Services (Fire) 
 
B. Resolution 129-2012 - appointing Christian Zale as primary and Maria Kantner 
as alternate representatives on the Berks County Tax Collection Committee (TCC) (Admin 
Services) 
  
ORDINANCES  FOR  FINAL  PASSAGE  
A. Bill No. 107-2012  - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1 
Administration and Government, Section 186 G Fiscal Provisions - 4.0 Preparing Requests for 
Proposals (RFP's) for contracts greater than $10,000 eliminating the Managing Director’s ability 
to waive the RFP process for professional services (Council Staff) Introduced at the October 22 
regular meeting; Tabled at the 11-19 Mtg 
 
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Reed,  to  table  Bill  
No.  107-‐‑2012.  
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Bill  No.  107-‐‑2012  was  tabled  by  the  following  vote:  
  

Yeas:  Corcoran,  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  Marmarou,  Reed,  Sterner,  Waltman,  
Acosta,  President  -‐‑7  

   Nays:    None  -‐‑0  
 
B. Bill No. 108-2012  - amending the City of Reading Codified Ordinances Chapter 1 
Administration and Government, Section 186 G Fiscal Provisions by reducing the amount of 
expenditures and allocations requiring Council’s approval from $25,000 to zero ($0)  (Council 
Staff) Introduced at the October 22 regular meeting; Tabled at the 11-19 Mtg 
 
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Reed,  to  table  Bill  
No.  108-‐‑2012.  
  
Bill  No.  108-‐‑2012  was  tabled  by  the  following  vote:  
  

Yeas:  Corcoran,  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  Marmarou,  Reed,  Sterner,  Waltman,  
Acosta,  President  -‐‑7  

   Nays:    None  -‐‑0  
 
C. Bill No. 114-2012 – 2013 General Fund Budget (Managing Director) Introduced 
at the October 3 Special Meeting 
 
Councilor  Corcoran  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Reed,  to  enact  Bill  No.  114-‐‑2012.  
  
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz  noted  the  evolution  of  the  budget  since  it  was  
presented  at  the  Special  Meeting  in  October.    She  thanked  all  involved  for  their  tireless  
work.  She  noted  that  although  the  budget  was  properly  balanced,  the  budget  still  
contains  legacy  pension  costs  that  will  need  to  be  addressed  by  the  State  Legislators.  
  
Councilor  Reed  thanked  the  Administration,  Auditor,  Council  staff  and  Council  
members  for  the  many  long  hours  they  put  in  to  refine  this  budget.    She  stated  that  
while  she  will  support  the  enactment  of  the  budget,  she  will  not  be  supporting  some  of  
the  related  ordinances.  
  
Bill  No.  114-‐‑2012  was  enacted  by  the  following  vote:  
  

Yeas:  Corcoran,  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  Marmarou,  Reed,  Sterner,  Waltman,  
Acosta,  President  -‐‑7  

   Nays:    None  -‐‑0  
 
D. Bill No.  115-2012 - levying the Real Estate Taxes for the fiscal year beginning the 
first day of January, 2013, and ending the thirty-first day of December, 2013 (Law) Introduced 
at the October 22 regular meeting 
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Councilor  Corcoran  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Sterner,  to  enact  Bill  No.  115-‐‑
2012.  
  
Councilor  Corcoran  stated  that  he  will  vote  to  support  this  tax  increase  while  holding  
his  nose  as  it  is  a  necessary  evil.    He  expressed  hope  that  the  Administration  can  find  
alternative  revenue  resources  and  improve  collections.  
  
Councilor  Reed  stated  that  she  will  not  vote  to  approve  this  ordinance  due  to  the  
negative  aggregate  impact  of  the  tax  increases  by  the  School  District  and  the  County.    
She  noted  her  commitment  to  seek  out  alternative  revenue  sources  over  the  upcoming  
year.  She  stated  that  she  will  be  developing  a  list  of  discussion  topics  for  the  Finance  
Committee  with  the  Administrative  Services  Director,  Auditor  and  Committee  
members.  
  
Councilor  Waltman  noted  that  the  City  has  few  revenue  options  available  to  support  
operations.    He  agreed  that  the  property  tax  increase  is  painful  but  a  necessary  evil.    He  
expressed  his  belief  in  the  Administration’s  ability  to  improve  services  to  tax  payers  
with  this  tax  increase.    He  commended  PFM  for  rectifying  the  EIT  gap  in  the  Recovery  
Plan.    He  noted  the  need  to  review  and  amend  the  Plan  in  its  entirety,  which  could  
increase  Reading’s  ability  to  exit  from  Act  47.  
  
Bill  No.  115-‐‑2012  was  enacted  by  the  following  vote:  
  

Yeas:  Corcoran,  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  Marmarou,  Sterner,  Waltman  -‐‑  5  
   Nays:    Reed,  Acosta,  President  -‐‑  2  
 
Councilor  Marmarou  left  the  meeting  due  to  illness.  
 
E. Bill No. 116-2012 - establishing the employee positions for the City of Reading for 
the fiscal year 2013 (Law) Introduced at the October 22 regular meeting 
 
Councilor  Reed  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  to  table  Bill  
No.  116-‐‑2012.  
  
Bill  No.  116-‐‑2012  was  NOT  tabled  by  the  following  vote:  
  

Yeas:  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  Reed  -‐‑  2  
   Nays:  Corcoran,  Sterner,  Waltman,  Acosta,  President  -‐‑  4  
 
Councilor  Sterner  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Corcoran,  to  enact  Bill  No.  116-‐‑
2012.  
  
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz  expressed  concern  with  the  number  of  positions  
included  in  the  Mayor’s  Office.    She  questioned  in  the  inclusion  of  these  positions  in  an  
“austerity”  budget.    She  suggested  that  the  Mayor  seek  alternatives  to  get  his  projects  
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accomplished  such  as  out-‐‑sourcing.  
  
Councilor  Waltman  questioned  Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz’s  comment  as  he  
believed  that  the  issue  was  settled  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  meeting.  
  
Councilor  Reed  agreed  with  Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz’s  comments  and  she  also  
suggested  that  the  Mayor  reduce  the  number  of  positions  in  his  office.    She  stated  that  
she  will  not  support  the  enactment  of  the  Position  Ordinance  due  to  the  positions  in  the  
Mayor’s  Office.  
  
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz  stated  that  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  she  agreed  
not  to  move  to  amend  the  Position  Ordinance;  however,  she  did  not  agree  to  support  it.  
  
Bill  No.  116-‐‑2012  was  NOT  enacted  by  the  following  vote:  
  

Yeas:  Sterner,  Waltman,  Acosta,  President  -‐‑  3  
   Nays:  Corcoran,  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  Reed  -‐‑  3  
 
G. Bill No. 118-2012 – amending Chapter 24 Part 2B Home Rule Earned Income Tax 
Section 24-221 through Section 24-235 of the City of Reading Codified Ordinances.  Section 24-
221 through Section 24-235 shall provide for a tax of one and seven tenths percent (1.7%) on all 
earned income and net profits generated by residents of the City of Reading. This tax of one and 
seven tenths percent (1.7%)  on all earned income and net profits generated by residents of the 
City of Reading shall be in addition to the tax collected under 24-201 et seq. of the City of 
Reading Codified Ordinances (Law) Introduced at the October 22 regular meeting 
 
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Reed,  to  enact  Bill  
No.  118-‐‑2012.  
  
Bill  No.  118-‐‑2012  was  enacted  by  the  following  vote:  
  

Yeas:  Corcoran,  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  Reed,  Sterner,  Waltman,  Acosta,  
President  -‐‑  6  

   Nays:    None  -‐‑  0  
 
I. Bill No. 120-2012 – providing for a tax of up to a maximum of one and three tenths 
percent (1.3%) on all earned income and net profits generated in the City of Reading by non-
residents of the City of Reading for 2013 (Law) Introduced at the October 22 regular meeting 
  
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Reed,  to  enact  Bill  
No.  120-‐‑2012.  
  
Bill  No.  120-‐‑2012  was  enacted  by  the  following  vote:  
  

Yeas:  Corcoran,  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  Reed,  Sterner,  Waltman,  Acosta,  
President  -‐‑  6  
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   Nays:    None  -‐‑  0  
  
INTRODUCTION  OF  NEW  ORDINANCES  
Council  President  Acosta  read  the  following  ordinance  into  the  record:  
  
A. Ordinance -  Amending the Codified Ordinances Chapter 10 Health and Safety by, Part 
4, Certificate of Transfer, by redefining property to incorporate all real estate including a lot and 
providing a definition for a lot (Law) 
 

Pending Legislation 
 

Ordinance – amending the Municipalities Financial Recovery Act Recovery Plan for the 
City of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania (as filed with the City Clerk on May 28, 2010, and 
enacted into law under Bill No. 26 of 2010 on June 11, 2010) (Law) Introduced at the 
November 13 special meeting 
 
Ordinance – Reading Phillies Lease Extension (Law) Introduced at the November 19 
regular meeting 
 
Ordinance - amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Reading, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, Fee Schedule, to reflect new rates for Rental Housing Inspections (Business 
Analyst/Council Staff) Introduced at the November 19 regular meeting 
 
Ordinance - amending the Code of Ordinances of the City of Reading, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, Fee Schedule to reflect new Health Permit fees (Business Analyst/Council Staff) 
Introduced at the November 19 regular meeting 

 
RESOLUTIONS  
There  were  no  resolutions  on  the  agenda.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE  REPORT  
Mayor  Spencer  read  the  report  distributed  to  Council  on  Monday  afternoon.    In  
summary:  

• Report  on  Police  Promotions  and  new  hires  
• Report  that  loose  leaf  collections  will  end  on  November  30th  
• Report  on  his  visit  to  the  Riverside  Elementary  School  

  
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz  noted  the  water  advisory  in  East  Reading  over  the  
past  weekend  that  required  residents  to  boil  water  prior  to  consumption.    She  
questioned  the  methods  to  communicate  with  residents  during  the  advisory  period.    
She  asked  the  Administration  to  work  with  RAWA  to  improve  their  communication  
with  residents.  
  
AUDITOR’S  REPORT  
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City  Auditor  Cituk  read  the  report  distributed  to  Council  at  the  meeting.    In  summary:  
• Report  on  the  2012  Admissions  Tax  
• Report  on  the  2012  Real  Estate  Transfer  Tax  
• Budget  Comment,  as  required  by  the  Charter  

  
City  Auditor  Cituk  noted  the  exhaustive  schedule  to  refine  the  oringally  proposed  
budget.  
 
Councilor  Sterner  suggested  that  the  City  place  the  library  tax  question  on  an  upcoming  
ballot  to  obtain  the  voter’s  position  on  the  issue.    He  questioned  if  the  Real  Estate  
Transfer  Tax  revenue  is  underperforming  due  to  the  high  rate  charged.      
  
City  Auditor  Cituk  expressed  the  belief  that  the  Real  Estate  Transfer  Tax  is  
underperforming  due  to  the  reduced  sales  process  and  the  sluggish  housing  economy.  
  
Council  Corcoran  agreed  that  the  under  performance  of  the  Real  Estate  Transfer  Tax  is  a  
mix  of  a  bad  housing  economy  and  the  low  sales  prices.    He  stated  that  the  high  Real  
Estate  Transfer  Tax  rate  is  a  deterrent  but  does  not  drive  the  poor  performance  of  the  
Real  Estate  Transfer  Tax.  Council  President  Acosta  agreed.  
 
COUNCIL  COMMENT  
Councilor  Corcoran  expressed  the  belief  that  the  City  is  making  positive  steps  in  its  
housing  strategy.  
  
Councilor  Sterner  thanked  those  who  provided  public  comment  this  evening.    He  
suggested  that  Councilor  Reed  add  library  funding  to  the  Finance  Committee  topic  list.  
He  also  suggested  considering  a  referendum  question  that  would  create  a  library  tax.  
  
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz  expressed  the  belief  that  the  budget  is  lean  and  mean.    
She  agreed  that  alternative  revenue  resources  are  needed  for  the  library  and  Pagoda.    
She  suggested  adding  maintaining  public  property  to  the  list  of  upcoming  discussion  
topics.    She  noted  the  City’s  poor  performance  in  maintaining  its  assets.  
  
Mayor  Spencer  stated  that  he  is  exploring  the  repair  of  the  Main  Branch  library  roof.    He  
took  issue  with  the  vote  on  the  Position  Ordinance  and  some  Councilors  pointing  to  the  
size  of  the  Mayor’s  staff.  He  questioned  why  the  Mayor’s  Office  staff  has  been  a  point  of  
discussion  since  January.  
  
Councilor  Waltman  announced  the  beginning  of  the  Centre  Park  Christmas  Tree  sale  on  
December  1st  at  the  Artifacts  Bank  and  the  holiday  house  tour  on  December  9th.    He  also  
questioned  the  push  against  the  Mayor’s  staff  and  noted  that  Council  and  the  
Administration  need  to  work  together.  
  
Managing  Director  Snyder  noted  the  work  to  modify  the  originally  proposed  budget.    
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She  agreed  to  continue  to  address  various  processes  during  2013.    She  noted  that  while  
the  City  eliminated  funding  for  a  staff  position  for  the  Pagoda,  the  City  still  pays  the  
Pagoda’s  utility  bills,  covers  the  maintenance  expenses,  etc.  
  
Council  President  Acosta  thanked  all  for  their  hard  work  on  the  2013  budget.    He  stated  
that  it  is  unfortunate  that  Councilor  Marmarou’s  illness  made  it  impossible  for  him  to  
vote  on  the  Position  Ordinance.    He  agreed  with  the  need  to  find  alternative  funding  
sources  for  the  Library,  Pagoda  and  other  facilities.  He  described  his  experience  
donating  Thanksgiving  turkeys  to  the  5th  grade  students  at  Tyson  Schoener  Elementary  
School.  
  
Council  President  Acosta  announced  the  upcoming  meeting  schedule.  
  
Councilor  Reed  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Corcoran,  to  adjourn  the  regular  
meeting  of  Council.  
                 
               Respectfully  submitted  by  Linda  A.  Kelleher  CMC,  City  
Clerk  
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City  of  Reading  City  Council  
Special  Meeting  

Wednesday,  November  28,  2012  
  

President  of  Council  Francis  Acosta  called  the  meeting  to  order.  He  announced  that  the  
purpose  of  this  meeting  is  to  introduce  budget  related  legislation.  
  
ATTENDANCE  
Councilor  Corcoran,  District  1  
Councilor  Goodman-‐‑Hinnershitz,  District  2  
Councilor  Sterner,  District  3  
Councilor  Marmarou,  District  4  
Councilor  Reed,  District  5  
City  Solicitor  Younger  
City  Clerk  Kelleher  
City  Auditor  D.  Cituk  
Mayor  V.  Spencer  
  
PUBLIC  COMMENT  
President  Acosta  stated  that  no  one  was  registered  to  address  Council.  William  
Frymoyer,  President  of  AFSCME  2763,  requested  the  opportunity  to  speak.  Council  
approved  the  request  and  provided  Mr.  Frymoyer  with  three  minutes  to  address  
Council.  
  
William  Frymoyer,  President  of  AFSCME  2763,  stated  that  management  is  telling  rank  
and  file  employees  that  two  aides  are  being  eliminated  from  the  2013  Position  
Ordinance.  He  stated  that  the  Administration  has  the  misconception  that  there  is  not  
enough  work  in  the  CSC  to  warrant  the  current  staffing  levels  and  is  suggesting  the  
elimination  of  two  employees.    He  stated  that  CSC  Management  has  advised  these  
employees  that  their  positions  are  being  eliminated.    He  suggested  delaying  separation  
discussions  until  the  Position  Ordinance  is  enacted  and  is  official.    He  asked  Council  to  
reinstate  these  positions  into  the  Position  Ordinance  for  2013.  
  
AGENDA  
Council  President  Acosta  called  Council’s  attention  to  the  agenda  for  this  Special  
Meeting.    He  noted  the  need  to  add  one  ordinance  for  introduction  relating  to  a  transfer  
of  funds  in  the  2012  Public  Works  budget.  
  
Councilor  Sterner  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Marmarou,  to  approve  the  agenda  
for  this  meeting  as  amended.  The  motion  was  approved  unanimously.  
  
ORDINANCES  FOR  INTRODUCTION  
A. Ordinance - establishing the employee positions for the City of Reading for the fiscal 
year 2013 (Law)   
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B. Ordinance – authorizing the transfer of $33,048 from Public Works 
Maintenance/Repair Street Lights to Contracted Services for traffic signal maintenance with 
Telco. (Public Works) 

  
Councilor  Marmarou  moved,  seconded  by  Councilor  Reed,  to  adjourn  the  special  
meeting  of  Council.  

  
Respectfully  submitted  by  Linda  A.  Kelleher  CMC,  City  Clerk  
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TO: CITY COUNCIL & AUDIT COMMITTEE 
PREPARED BY: CITY AUDITOR 
MEETING DATE: 10/22/2012 
AGENDA MEMO DATE: 10/22/2012 
REQUESTED ACTION: APPROVE AWARD OF CONTRACT TO HERBEIN & 

COMPANY FOR 2012 & 2013 AUDIT. 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION: 
THE CITY AUDITOR , DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES AND 
CONTROLLER ALL RECOMMEND THE AWARDING OF THE CONTRACT FOR 
EXTERNAL AUDIT SERVICES TO HERBEIN & COMPANY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 
DECEMBER 31, 2012 AND DECEMBER, 31, 2013.  THE AWARD WILL BE IN 
ACCORDANCE TO THE TERMS & CONDITIONS SET FORTH BY THE RFP FOR 
EXTERNAL AUDIT SERVICE FROM BIDS RECEIVED ON DECEMBER 1, 2009 
(SECTION L – EXTENSION). 
 
BACKGROUND: 
THE CITY CHARTER, SECTION 914, REQUIRES AN ANNUAL INDEPENDENT AUDIT 
OF THE CITY’S FINANCIAL CONDITION.  THE PASSING OF THE ATTACHED 
RESOLUTION AWARDS THE CONTRACT TO HERBEIN & COMPANY FOR THE 
YEARS ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2012 AND DECEMBER 31, 2013. 
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT: 
THE COST OF THE CONTRACT EXTENSION FOR THE YEAR 2012 AUDIT IS $72,000 
THE SAME AS 2011.  THE AMOUNT INCLUDED IN THE PROPOSED 2013 GENERAL 
FUND BUDGET IS $100,000.  THE COST OF THE 2013 AUDIT WILL ALSO BE FROZEN 
AT $72,000. 
 
RECOMMENDED BY: 
CITY AUDITOR, DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES AND CONTROLLER. 
 
RECOMMENDED MOTION: 
APPROVE THE ADOPTION OF THE RESOLUTION AWARDING THE CONTRACT TO 
HERBEIN & COMPANY FOR THE ANNUAL 2012 & 2013 AUDITS. 

 

 

 AGENDA MEMO 
 
 DAVID M. CITUK, CITY AUDITOR 
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RESOLUTION NO.  …….–12 
 

AWARDING THE CONTRACT FOR THE AUDITING OF THE FINANCES OF THE 
CITY OF READING FOR THE FISCAL YEARS 2012 & 2013. 

 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY RESOLVES: 
 
 SECTION 1. THE CONTRACT FOR THE AUDIT OF THE FINANCES OF 
THE CITY OF READING FOR THE FISCAL YEARS 2012 & 2013 ARE HEREBY 
AWARDED TO THE ACCOUNTING FIRM OF HERBEIN & COMPANY ACCORDING TO 
THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS SET FORTH IN THE CITY OF READING’S REQUEST 
FOR PROPOSALS, HERBEIN & COMPANY’S RESPONSE THERETO, AND THE 
WRITTEN MEMORANDUM OF SUCH AGREEMENT TO BE EXECUTED BY BOTH THE 
CITY OF READING AND HERBEIN & COMPANY. 
 
 SECTION 2. THE CONTRACT HEREIN CONSISTS OF TWO SEPARATE 
ONE- (1) YEAR EXTENSION CONTRACTS FOR 2012 & 2013 BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
READING AND HERBEIN & COMPANY. 
 
 SECTION 3. THE COMPENSATION PAYABLE FOR THE SERVICES 
CONTEMPLATED HEREUNDER SHALL BE $72,000 FOR THE AUDIT OF FISCAL YEAR 
2012 AND $72,000 FOR THE AUDIT OF THE FISCAL YEAR OF 2013. 
 
 
 
    PASSED COUNCIL ………………………., 2012 
 
 
 
      ……………………………………………. 
 
       PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
……………………………………………. 
CITY CLERK 
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RESOLUTION _____ - 2012 

	  
	  
	  

WHEREAS, several pre-payments have been made towards repayment of the Goggle Works Section 108 
Loan, including a $1.5 million pre-payment to be made in the near future; and 
 
WHEREAS, such prepayment will relieve the Goggle Works from debt service payments and release 
funds for allocation for additional HUD Section 108 Loans for the City of Reading; and  
 
WHEREAS, private funding, New Market Tax Credit funding, State funding and Federal funding has 
been obtained for the Double Tree Hotel Project, but there remains a $1 million gap as a result of 
construction and soft cost overruns not contemplated in the original project budget as well as New Market 
Lending Criteria to be met; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Council is desirous in having the $59 million Double Tree Hotel Project developed by 
Our City Reading, 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor of the City of Reading, be and hereby is 
authorized to submit to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) a $1 million 
HUD Section 108 Loan request from Our City Reading for the development of the Double Tree Hotel in 
the 700 block of Penn St and is further authorized to execute all necessary Agreements with HUD. 

	  
	  

ADOPTED BY COUNCIL ________________________, 2012 
 
 
 
 

______________________________________________ 
President of Council 

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
________________________________________ 
City Clerk 
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              R E S O L U T I O N   N o.  ______ 
 
        
       Whereas, the City of Reading through its attorney, Charles D. Younger, Esq., 
entered into negotiations with counsel for appellant Carpenter Technology Corporation, 
for resolution of a certain tax assessment appeal (10-21821 & 10-22173) in the Berks 
County Court of Common Pleas; and 

 
       Whereas, said negotiations have resulted in a certain proposed Settlement 
Agreement (attached as Exhibit A); now, therefore,   
 
The Council of the City of Reading hereby resolves as follows: 
 
 
           That Charles D. Younger, Esquire, City Solicitor, counsel for the City of Reading, 
is hereby authorized to settle the tax assessment appeal of Carpenter Technology 
Corporation, on property known as 101 West Bern Street, Reading, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, and indexed to Nos. 10-21821 and 10-22173 as set forth in Exhibit A 
attached hereto. 
 
 
                                                               Passed Council_________________, 2012 
 
 
 
                                                               __________________________________ 
                                                               President of Council 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
             City Clerk 
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E X H I B I T   A 
 
 

A. Carpenter Technology Corporation shall withdraw its appeals for the 
 

2008 through 2012 tax years; and 
 

B. The assessment for the 2013 tax year shall be set at $8,784,000 which 
 

equates to a current fair market value of $12,000,000. 
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TO: City Council 
FROM: Tammi Reinhart, Purchasing Coordinator 
PREPARED BY: Tammi Reinhart, Purchasing Coordinator 
MEETING DATE: December 10, 2012 
AGENDA MEMO DATE: November 5, 2012  
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Awarding of Contract for the Construction Manager 

Services. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The recommendation is to award the contract to Burkey Construction, 506 Morgantown Road, 
Reading, PA 19611.     
 
BACKGROUND 
The City employed a four-member evaluation team that considered criteria including, but not 
limited to, responsiveness, experience, stability, MWE/MBE, and price.  The responses to the 
requests for proposals were evaluated independently by the members of the RFP selection review 
committee.  All four evaluators of the proposals recommend Burkey’s appointment.  Burkey 
Construction is a business that is located within the City limits. 
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT 
The services will be paid by the general fund and community development funds. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTIONS 
None. 
 
SUBSEQUENT ACTION 
Formal action by Council is needed to award the contract at the December 10, 2012 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The recommendation is that City Council approve the recommendation of the Administration to 
employ Burkey Construction. 
 
RECOMMENDED BY 
Mayor, Managing Director, Director of Administrative Services, Community Development, 
Public Works Director and Purchasing Coordinator. 

 

 

 AGENDA MEMO 
 
 FINANCE DEPARTMENT 
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RECOMMENDED MOTION 
To approve/deny Administration’s recommendation that Burkey Construction be retained for the 
Construction Manager Services on behalf of the City of Reading. 
 
cc:  File 
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TO: City Council 
FROM: Tammi Reinhart, Purchasing Coordinator 
MEETING DATE: December 10, 2012 
AGENDA MEMO DATE: November 5, 2012 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: Awarding of Contract for the collection of non-utility based 

delinquent fees for the City of Reading. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The recommendation is to award the contract to National Recovery Agency, 2491 Paxton Street, 
Harrisburg, PA 17111. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Proposals for the collection of various delinquent fees for the City were received on October 10, 
2012.  The responses to the requests for proposals were evaluated independently by the members 
of the RFP selection review committee.  There were 6 members on the evaluation committee.  
The proposals were rated on the basis of various items.       
 
BUDGETARY IMPACT 
The fee imposed for collections, whether it be based on a simple letter or litigation, will be the 
responsibility of the delinquent account. 
 
PREVIOUS ACTIONS 
None. 
 
SUBSEQUENT ACTION 
Formal action by Council is needed to award the contract at the December 10, 2012 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
The recommendation is that City Council approve the recommendation of the Administration to 
employ National Recovery Agency for the collection of various non-utility based delinquent 
fees. 
 
RECOMMENDED BY 
Mayor, Managing Director, Director of Administrative Services, Controller, and Purchasing 
Coordinator. 
 

 

 

 AGENDA MEMO 
 
 DEPARTMENT of ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 



 

25 
 

RECOMMENDED MOTION 
To approve/deny Administration’s recommendation that National Recovery Agency be retained 
to collect non-utility based delinquent fees on behalf of the City of Reading. 
 
cc:  File 
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Report	  to	  City	  Council	  

Monday,	  December	  10,	  2012	  
	  
Good	  evening.	  	  I	  have	  a	  few	  updates	  to	  provide:	  	  
	  

	  
• On November 27th, I had a meeting with Kelly Coates of Neighborhood Housing 

Services and several community volunteers about the NHS Family and Youth Resource 
Center on Schuylkill Ave. at Buttonwood Street.  The discussion was about expanding 
the services that are provided there to produce an improved community center that will 
better benefit the neighborhood.  We are planning an open house there early next year 
which will serve as a way to re-introduce the center to the local residents. 

 
• I recently had a chance to meet Phil Walz, the new Executive Director at Goggleworks.  

I’m very impressed with his vision and goals for the Arts Center.  I wish him the best of 
luck in his new position and look forward to working with him to further advance our 
thriving arts community. 
 

• I recently appeared on two BCTV shows, first was the “Mayor’s Report,” where Lenin 
Agudo and I discussed our recent trip to Detroit and how we can apply what is working 
there in Detroit to our economic development here in Reading.  We also discussed the 
new restructured housing inspection fees that have been proposed.  I was also a guest on 
“Hot Topic” where I discussed the 2013 city budget as well as covered what we learned 
on the Detroit trip. 
 

• On Saturday, December 1st I spoke to about 40 young adults from Reading and Berks 
County who were attending the Hayden Films Video Workshop at Kutztown University.  
As part of the program they make their own Public Service Announcements on topics that 
concern today’s youth.  I spoke to them about the importance of getting a good education 
in this difficult job market which includes seeking a higher education or attending a trade 
school.  I also touched on the impact that violence in our neighborhoods has on the 
quality of life for our families and their future.  I’d like to thank Hayden Craddolph for 
inviting me to speak and for providing our youth with such a creative outlet for them to 
reach out to their peers with positive messages. 
 

• Wednesday morning, December 6th, I had breakfast with the new CEO of Berks 
Community Health Center Mary Kargbo.  I had the chance to get to know her a little bit 
and she is a great addition to the Health Center. 

Office	  of	  the	  Mayor	  
Vaughn	  D.	  Spencer	  
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• Thursday, December 6th I attended the Police Academy Graduation Dinner at the Inn at 
Reading.  I had a chance to greet the graduates and welcome them to our fine police force 
and wish them the best of luck in their new positions with the city. 
 

• Last Friday evening I attended the Fire Academy Graduation at the Reading Hospital 
School of Science.  As I reported earlier, I had the opportunity to train with these fine 
firefighters for a day out at the academy.  I got to see them in action and I’m proud to say 
that I saw first-hand what a great addition they’re going to make to our Department of 
Fire and Rescue Services. 
 
That’s my report, and I will answer any questions you may have.  
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ORDINANCE  NO.  ____-‐‑2012  
  

AN  ORDINANCE  AMENDING  THE  CITY  OF  READING  CODIFIED  
ORDINANCES  CHAPTER  1  ADMINISTRATION  AND  GOVERNMENT,  SECTION  
186  G  FISCAL  PROVISIONS  -‐‑  4.0  PREPARING  REQUESTS  FOR  PROPOSALS  
(RFP'ʹS)  FOR  CONTRACTS  GREATER  THAN  $10,000  ELIMINATING  THE  
MANAGING  DIRECTOR’S  ABILITY  TO  WAIVE  THE  RFP  PROCESS  FOR  
PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES.  

  
THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  READING  HEREBY  ORDAINS  AS  FOLLOWS:  

  
SECTION  ONE.  Amending  The  City  of  Reading  Codified  Ordinances  Chapter  1  
Administration  and  Government,  Section  186  Fiscal  Provisions,  -‐‑  4.0  Preparing  Requests  
For  Proposals  (RFP'ʹs)  For  Contracts  Greater  Than  $10,000  eliminating  the  managing  
director’s  ability  to  waive  the  RFP  process  for  professional  services,  as  attached  in  
Exhibit  A.  
  
SECTION  TWO.    All  other  parts  of  the  Ordinance  remain  unchanged.        
 
SECTION  THREE.  If  any  section,  subsection,  sentence  or  clause  of  this  Ordinance  is  
held  for  any  reason  to  be  invalid  such  decision  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  the  
remaining  portions  of  this  Ordinance.  

  SECTION  FOUR.  This  ordinance  shall  become  effective  ten  (10)  days  after  its  adoption  
in  accordance  with  Sections  219  and  221  of  the  City  of  Reading  Home  Rule  Charter.  

                           Enacted  by  Council  ________________,  2012  
  
  
  

                                                                                      ______________________________________    
                                       President  of  Council  

  
Attest:  
  
 _____________________________ 
          City Clerk 
 
 
(Reed/Council Staff) 
 
Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
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Approved by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ____________ 
Date: ______________ 
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EXHIBIT A 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE  REGULATION  
PURCHASING  OF  PROFESSIONAL  SERVICES  

1.0  PURPOSE:  
The  purpose  of  this  regulation  is  to  outline  the  process  involved  for  preparing  
specifications,  letting  of  Request  for  Proposals  (RFP'ʹs),  awarding  contracts  and  payment  
of  bills  for  professional  services.  
  
2.0  APPLICABLE  TO:  
All  department  directors.  
  
3.0  POLICY:  
3.1  For  the  purpose  of  this  regulation  the  term  “professional”  is  defined  as  those  
persons  or  firms  marketing  services  requiring  advanced  academic  or  technical  
training  skills.  Examples  of  professional  services  include  work  done  by  the  
following  contractors  but  is  not  necessarily  limited  to  these  services:  

*  Accountants  
*  Architects  
*  Attorneys  
*  Bond  Underwriters  
*  Engineers  
*  Insurance  Consultants,  Agents,  and/or  Brokers  
*  Investment  Advisors  
*  Physicians  

3.2  Professional  service  contracts  are  not  to  be  confused  with  standard  contracts  
which  seek  a  price  or  costs  for  particular  work  detailed  in  specifications.  
Professional  contracts  seek  expertise  through  an  RFP  and  pricing  or  cost  may  not  
be  of  “primary”  importance.  
3.3  A  professional  contract,  while  it  is  based  upon  work  performed  in  response  to  task  
specifications  and  the  need  for  a  finished  product  as  outlined  by  the  City  and  agreed  to  
by  a  contractor,  it  is  one  that  by  its  very  nature  cannot  be  awarded  solely  based  upon  
the  selection  of  the  lowest  bidder.  
3.4  Factors  other  than  price  alone  must  be  carefully  weighed  in  the  review  of  
proposals  and  the  award  of  such  contracts.  These  factors  include  the  professional  
qualifications/certifications,  special  skills,  experience,  and  familiarity  of  the  
contractor  with  the  work  requested,  all  of  which  have  an  impact  on  the  quality  of  
the  product/service  to  be  delivered.  
  
4.0  PREPARING  REQUESTS  FOR  PROPOSALS  (RFP'ʹS)  FOR  CONTRACTS  
GREATER  THAN  $10,000.  
4.1  When  to  prepare  an  RFP.  
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4.1.1  Unless  otherwise  determined  by  the  Managing  Director,  Any  purchase  of  
professional  service  in  amounts  exceeding  $10,000  must  be  made  by  written  contract  
and  initiated  by  an  RFP.  Competitive  proposals  increase  the  ability  to  fully  evaluate  
both  the  benefit  and  costs  of  the  services  being  sought.  
4.1.2  Notwithstanding  any  other  provisions  to  the  contrary  if  the  Managing  
Director  so  determines,  no  RFP  shall  be  required  for  an  employee  engaged  in  providing  
professional  services  to  the  City  who  terminates  employment  with  the  City  and  shall  
than  be  engaged  as  an  independent  contractor.  In  addition,  no  RFP  shall  be  required  for  
an  independent  contractor  whose  engagement  terminates,  if  the  Managing  Director  
desires  to  continue  the  engagement  by  the  City.  
4.1.3  For  all  contracts  expected  to  exceed  $10,000  including  these  which  are  
multi-‐‑phased  (e.g.,  feasibility  study  and  design,  person(s)  designated  by  the  Managing  
Director  shall  prepare  an  RFP  specifically  for  the  extent  of  the  work  effort  that  can  be  
defined  at  that  particular  time.  The  RFP  should  solicit  information  pertaining  to  the  
contractor'ʹs  qualifications  and  costs  (including  appropriate  hourly  rates,  etc.)  for  as  
many  phases  as  appropriate.  Costs  and  qualification  information  should  then  be  
utilized  to  select  the  contractor.  For  any  subsequent  phases  of  the  contract  that  have  not  
been  specifically  defined  in  the  
initial  RFP,  a  new  RFP  should  be  drafted  and  circulated  to  secure  competitive  proposals  
from  interested  contractors.  
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ORDINANCE  NO.  ____-‐‑2012  

  
AN  ORDINANCE  AMENDING  THE  CITY  OF  READING  CODIFIED  
ORDINANCES  CHAPTER  1  ADMINISTRATION  AND  GOVERNMENT,  SECTION  
186  G  FISCAL  PROVISIONS  BY  REDUCING  THE  AMOUNT  OF  EXPENDITURES  
AND  ALLOCATIONS  REQUIRING  COUNCIL’S  APPROVAL  FROM  $25,000  TO  
ZERO  ($0).  

  
THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  READING  HEREBY  ORDAINS  AS  FOLLOWS:  

  
SECTION  ONE.  Amending  The  City  of  Reading  Codified  Ordinances  Chapter  1  
Administration  and  Government,  Section  186  Fiscal  Provisions,  Part  G  by  reducing  the  
amount  of  expenditures  and  allocations  requiring  council’s  approval  from  $25,000  to  
Zero  ($0)  as  follows:  

Fund  Accounts.§1-‐‑186.  Fiscal  Provisions.  

3.  Regulations  Concerning  Appropriations  and  Transfers.  
A.  The  authorization  and  expenditure  of  all  funds  and  preparation  of  department  
budgets  shall  be  in  accordance  with  a  policy  adopted  by  the  Council  and  a  
financial  procedures  manual  to  be  prepared  and  periodically  reviewed  and  updated  by  
the  Department  of  Finance.  Expenditures  shall  be  executed  in  a  uniform  manner  for  
every  City  Department.  
B.  The  Director  of  Finance  shall  prepare  and  submit  a  monthly  report  to  the  Mayor,  the  
managing  director,  and  Council.  This  monthly  report  shall  include  all  
Expenditures,  borrowing,  or  any  use  for  each  City  Department  and  each  City  Fund  
account,  and  status  reports  comparing  those  expenditures  with  the  adopted  budget,  as  
well  as  any  Department  justification  of  transfer,  borrowing,  or  any  use  of  funds  within  
departments,  between  departments  and  within  or  between  City  Funds  account.  
C.  In  order  to  allow  flexibility  in  the  administration  of  the  City’s  business,  departments  
may  transfer  money  between  line  items  within  the  department.  A  majority  of  Council,  
in  response  to  any  monthly  report,  may  place  a  limit  on  the  amount  of  additional  excess  
expenditure  allowed  for  any  program  or  line  item.  This  is  not  intended  to  restrict  
unduly  the  Mayor’s  ability  to  manage  and  administer  the  budget  
D.  Justification  for  transferring,  borrowing  or  any  use  of  funds  between  departments  
and/or  City  Fund  accounts  must  be  presented  to  and  approved  by  Council.  The  
financial  procedures  manual  will  stipulate  the  following:  

(1)  Expenditure  procedures.  
(2)  Justification  procedures  for  transferring  money  between  line  items.  
(3)  Justification  procedures  for  transferring  money  between  departments.  
(4)  Administration  of  petty  cash  funds.  
(5)  Justification  procedures  for  transferring,  borrowing,  or  any  use  of  money  
between  City  Fund  accounts.  
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E.  Requiring  an  amendment  to  the  City’s  annual  Budget  Ordinance  authorizing  the  
transfer,  borrowing,  or  any  use  of  all  monies  including,  but  not  limited  to,  transfers,  
borrowing,  or  any  use  of  funds  between  departments,  and  transfers,  borrowing,  or  any  
use  of  funds  in  and  out  of  any  City  Fund  account,  account  or  line  item  either  attached  in  
part  or  unattached  to  a  departmental  budget.  The  City  Funds  include  all  general,  
operating,  capital  and  enterprise  funds.    The  request  for  a  budget  amendment  must  be  
submitted  to  City  Council  with  an  agenda  memorandum  explaining  the  justification  for  
transfer,  borrowing,  or  any  use  of  funds  and  the  proposed  use  for  the  funds  transferred  
at  least  2  weeks  before  the  transfer  is  required.  [Ord.  36-‐‑2000]  
F.  Requiring  an  amendment  to  the  City’s  annual  Budget  Ordinance  to  authorize  any  
cumulative  modification  to  any  departmental  overall  budget  or  line  item  that  exceeds  
$10,000.  The  request  for  a  budget  amendment  must  be  submitted  to  City  Council  with  
an  agenda  memorandum  explaining  the  justification  for  transfer  and  the  proposed  use  
for  the  funds  transferred,  borrowed  or  used  at  least  2  weeks  before  the  transfer  is  
required.  [Ord.54-‐‑2009]  
G.  Requiring  City  Council  approval,  via  ordinance,  for  the  following:  
(1)  Salary  increases  that  were  not  approved  in  or  included  in  the  budget  for  the  
fiscal  year  and  fall  outside  the  labor  contract  for  union  employees.  
(2)  All  expenditures  not  approved  and  listed  in  the  operating  or  capital  budgets  
for  the  fiscal  year  before  those  expenditures  are  made.  [Ord.  36-‐‑2000]  
(3)  All  contracts,  expenditures  and  allocations  of  $25,000    or  more  from  and  to  any  and  
all  agency  funds  and  any  and  all  line-‐‑items  falling  in  the  Departmental  and  Non  
Departmental  area  of  the  General  Fund.  [Ord  14-‐‑2012]  
  
SECTION  TWO.    All  other  parts  of  the  Ordinance  remain  unchanged.        

  SECTION  THREE.  This  ordinance  shall  become  effective  ten  (10)  days  after  its  
adoption  in  accordance  with  Sections  219  and  221  of  the  City  of  Reading  Home  Rule  
Charter.  

                           Enacted  by  Council  ________________,  2012  
  
  
  

                                                                                      ______________________________________    
                                       President  of  Council  

  
Attest:  
  
 _____________________________ 
          City Clerk 
 
 
(Reed/Council Staff) 
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Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor’s Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Approved by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ____________ 
Date: ______________ 
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B I L L    N O._________ 

 
A N    O R D I N A N C E 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MUNICIPALITIES FINANCIAL RECOVERY 
ACT RECOVERY PLAN FOR THE CITY OF READING, BERKS COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA (AS FILED WITH THE CITY CLERK ON MAY 28, 2010, AND 
ENACTED INTO LAW UNDER BILL NO. 26 OF 2010 ON JUNE 11, 2010). 
 
THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 

SECTION 1. The Municipalities Financial Recovery Act Plan for the City of Reading, 
Berks County, Pennsylvania, enacted into law under Bill No. 26 of 2010 on June 11, 2010 (aka 
“Plan”), shall be and is hereby amended to provide for a non-resident income tax of 0.3 percent 
in the calendar year 2013 (instead of the rate of 0.1 percent). The resident earned income tax 
shall also increase 0.2 percent in the calendar year 2013 as set forth in the Plan. 

 
SECTION 2.  All other items, parts, sections, etc. of the Municipalities Financial 

Recovery Act Plan for the City of Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, enacted under Bill No. 
26 of 2010 on June 11, 2010, shall remain in effect unchanged and likewise are ratified.  
 

SECTION 3. This ordinance shall be effective ten (10) days after its passage and 
approval by the Mayor, or repassage by City Council over the Mayor’s veto, in accordance with 
Section 219 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter, or as set forth in Section 221 of the City 
of Reading Home Rule Charter. 
 

Enacted__________________, 2012   
 
 

________________________________ 
President of Council 

Attest: 
 
 
_____________________________ 

City Clerk 
 

 
Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor's Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Approved by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 

                                                   



 

                                       BILL   NO.  ______ 
 
                                                               AN ORDINANCE 

        
       AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE A THIRD AMENDMENT TO 
THE REVISED AND RESTATED LEASE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF 
READING AND READING BASEBALL LP (READING PHILLIES). 
 
 
THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
           That Mayor Vaughn D. Spencer be authorized to execute the Third Amendment 
to the Revised and Restated Lease Agreement between the City of Reading and Reading 
Baseball LP (Reading Phillies) (attached as Exhibit A) on behalf of the City of Reading. 
 
 
                                                               Adopted by Council_________________, 2012 
 
 
                                                               __________________________________ 
                                                               President of Council 
 
Attest: 
 
 
___________________________ 
             City Clerk 
 
Submitted  to  Mayor:  ___________ 
Date:  ____________ 
   
Received  by  the  Mayor’s  Office:  ___________ 
Date:  ____________ 
   
Approved  by  Mayor:  ___________ 
Date:  ____________ 
   
Vetoed  by  Mayor:  ___________ 
Date:  ____________  



 

 

                                         EXHIBIT A 



 

 

THIRD AMENDMENT 

TO 

REVISED AND RESTATED LEASE AGREEMENT 

THIS THIRD AMENDMENT TO REVISED AND RESTATED LEASE 
AGREEMENT (“Amendment”) made as of this ____ day of _____________, 2012, (the 
“Effective Date”) between the CITY OF READING, a third-class city of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania existing pursuant to the Third Class City Code, 53 P.S. §38101 et seq. and 
operating pursuant to the Optional Third Class City Charter Law, 53 P.S. §4104 et seq., with its 
principal place of business located at 815 Washington Street, Reading, Pennsylvania 19601 (the 
“City”); and READING BASEBALL LP, a Pennsylvania limited partnership (as assignee of 
E&J Baseball Club, Inc.), trading as the Reading Phillies Baseball Club, with its principal place 
of business located at P.O. Box 15050, Reading, Pennsylvania 19612 (“Reading Baseball”).   

RECITALS: 

A. The City and Reading Baseball entered into a certain Revised and Restated Lease 
Agreement dated October 25, 1999, as amended by First Amendment to Revised and 
Restated Lease Amendment dated August 25, 2000, and by Second Amendment to 
Revised and Restated Lease Amendment dated January 26, 2004, and as supplemented by 
Capital Improvements Financing Agreement dated January 29, 2010 (the “Capital 
Improvements Financing Agreement”) (all of the foregoing being referred to in this 
Amendment collectively as the “Lease”) for First Energy Stadium (f/k/a GPU Stadium or 
Reading Municipal Memorial Stadium) located at 1907 North Front Street, Reading, 
Pennsylvania (the “Stadium”). 

B. The City desires to issue indebtedness (the “Fulton Financing”) to refinance with Fulton 
Bank, National Association (“Fulton Bank”) the “Loan,” as that term is defined in the 
Capital Improvements Financing Agreement. 

C. The parties desire to extend the Term of the Lease and to amend the rental payment terms 
thereunder in view of the new financial obligations to be incurred by the City under the 
Fulton Financing, and otherwise to modify the Lease as set forth in this Amendment. 

AGREEMENTS: 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants contained in this 
Amendment, and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which 
are hereby acknowledged, the City and Reading Baseball agree as follows: 

Amendment of Lease.  From and after the Effective Date, Section 4.1 and Section 5.1(a) 
of the Lease are deleted in their entireties and replaced with the following provisions, without 
affecting Section 5.1(b) of the Lease, which shall remain in full force and effect without 
modification: 



 

 

“Section 4.1.  Term. 

 The Term of this Lease commenced on January 1, 2000, and shall expire on 
December 31, 2027; provided, however, that:  (a) Reading Baseball shall have an option, 
at its election, to extend the Term of this Lease for an additional term of five (5) years, 
which such extension option shall be automatically deemed to have been exercised by 
Reading Baseball unless Reading Baseball provides to the City written notice on or 
before September 15, 2027, stating that it does not elect to exercise such extension 
option; and (b) if such extension has been exercised or is deemed to have been exercised 
as aforesaid, Reading Baseball shall have the further option, at its election, to extend the 
Term of this Lease for a second additional term of five (5) years, which such extension 
option shall be automatically deemed to have been exercised by Reading Baseball unless 
Reading Baseball provides to the City written notice on or before September 15, 2032, 
stating that it does not elect to exercise such second extension option.  During each of 
such extension options (if exercised or deemed to have been exercised as aforesaid) all 
terms and conditions of this Lease shall be the same as set forth herein except that the 
rent for the extension terms shall be as set forth as provided in Section 5.1 below, and in 
no event shall Reading Baseball have the right to extend the Term of the Lease beyond 
December 31, 2037, except upon the mutual agreement of Reading Baseball and the City. 

Section 5.1  Rental Payments. 

 (a) For calendar year 2012, Reading Baseball has previously paid to the City 
(or to Fulton Bank on behalf of the City) all rent under the Lease and all sums payable 
pursuant to the Capital Improvements Financing Agreement for that calendar year.  With 
respect to each calendar year commencing with 2013 and extending through and 
including the end of the Term (as the Term may be extended pursuant to Section 4.1 
above), Reading Baseball shall pay the City annual rent in a single annual installment, 
which shall be paid on May 1 of each calendar year in the amounts set forth on Schedule 
A attached to this Amendment.” 

Capital Improvements Financing Agreement is Superseded.  This Amendment shall 
supersede and replace in its entirety the Capital Improvements Financing Agreement, the terms 
of which shall be of no further force and effect.  In particular, the parties agree that no further 
sums shall be payable by Reading Baseball pursuant to the Capital Improvements Financing 
Agreement.  

Improvements to the Stadium.  In connection with any capital improvements and 
equipment that are erected or installed by Reading Baseball at the Stadium during the Term of 
this Lease and which become the property of the City upon installation, the City acknowledges 
that the acquisition and installation thereof are made for the benefit of the City as landlord, and 
the City agrees to provide to Reading Baseball the taxpayer ID number of the City and authorizes 
Reading Baseball to utilize such taxpayer ID number to obtain the benefit of the City’s 
exemption from sales and use taxes applicable to the cost thereof.  



 

 

Titles of Sections.  The section titles used in this Amendment are for convenience and 
reference only, shall not constitute a part of this Amendment, and shall not affect the meaning, 
construction, or effect of this Amendment or the Lease. 

Definitions.  Unless otherwise set forth in this Amendment, all capitalized terms shall 
have the same meaning ascribed to them in the Lease. 

Interpretation.  All other terms, covenants and conditions of the Lease shall remain 
unchanged and shall continue in full force and effect except as such terms, covenants and 
conditions have been expressly amended or modified by this Amendment, and this Amendment 
shall, by this reference, constitute a part of the Lease. 

Successors and Assigns.  This Amendment and the terms, covenants and conditions 
herein contained shall inure to the benefit of and be binding upon the City and its successors and 
assigns, and Reading Baseball and its permitted successors and assigns. 

Counterparts..  This Amendment may be executed in any number of counterparts, each 
of which shall be deemed to be an original as against any party whose signature appears thereon, 
and all of which shall together constitute one and the same instrument. 

Governing Law.  This Amendment and all questions relating to its validity, 
interpretation, performance and enforcement, shall be governed by and construed in accordance 
with the laws of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania without reference to conflict of law 
principles.



 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the City and Reading Baseball, intending to be legally 
bound, have executed this Amendment under seal as of the date first above written. 

     CITY OF READING 

 

     By: __________________________ 
       

Approved as to form and  
Legality    Attest: 

_______________________  _________________________________ 
City Solicitor:    City Clerk: 
 
 
 
 
 
     READING BASEBALL LP 

 
By Reading Baseball GP, LLC 
  
By: _____________________________________ 

 Name: 
Title:  

 
 
 



 

 

Schedule A --Required Annual Rental Payments 

Calendar Year Annual Rental 

2013 $300,000 

2014 $300,000 

2015 $300,000 

2016 $300,000 

2017 $300,000 

2018 $300,000 

2019 $300,000 

2020 $325,000 

2021 $350,000 

2022 $350,000 

2023 $350,000 

2024 $325,000 

2025 $325,000 

2026 $300,000 

2027 $300,000 

2028* $10,000 

2029* $10,000 

2030* $10,000 

2031* $10,000 

2032* $10,000 

2033* $10,000 

2034* $10,000 

2035* $10,000 

2036* $10,000 

2037* $10,000 

*If Reading Baseball extends, or is deemed to have extended, the Term through this calendar year as 
permitted in Section 4.1  
 



 

 

    
                   

BILL NO. _______2012 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
READING, BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, FEE SCHEDULE, TO REFLECT 
NEW RATES FOR RENTAL HOUSING INSPECTIONS 

 
THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
          SECTION 1: The Code of Ordinances of the City of Reading, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, Fee Schedule for Rental Housing Inspections shall be amended as attached. 
 
          SECTION 2: All other items, parts, sections, etc. of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, which are contrary to the schedule set forth above in 
Section 1 are hereby repealed; otherwise, all other items, parts, sections, etc. of said Code shall 
remain in effect unchanged and likewise are ratified. 
 
          SECTION 3: This ordinance shall be effective January 1, 2013 in accordance with Section 
219 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 
 
                                                                          Enacted______________________, 2012 
 
 
                                                                          __________________________________  
                                                                                          President of Council 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_________________________________  
                    City Clerk 
 
 
Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor's Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 



 

 

Approved by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 



 

 

 
     Current  
     Fee/Fine 
 
Rental Housing Inspection Fees 
  Boarding House  

Initial 3-Year   $155  
    120-Day Re-Inspect  $155 
    1st Non-Compliance Penalty $350        
   Extension Inspection  $200        
 2nd Non-Compliance Penalty $1,000        
 3rd Non-Compliance Penalty $2,000        
   Subsequent Penalties  Prior penalty amount plus $1000    
 Delinquency Fee  15% of billing       
         
    Single Family Rental 

Initial 3-Year   $140        
    120-Day Re-Inspect  $140        
    1st Non-Compliance Penalty $350        
   Extension Inspection  $200        
 2nd Non-Compliance Penalty $1,000        
 3rd Non-Compliance Penalty $2,000        
   Subsequent Penalties  Prior penalty amount plus $1000    
 Delinquency Fee  15% of billing       
         
  Two-Unit Rental Property 

Initial 3-Year   $165        
    120-Day Re-Inspect  $165        
    1st Non-Compliance Penalty $350        
   Extension Inspection  $200        
 2nd Non-Compliance Penalty $1,000        
 3rd Non-Compliance Penalty $2,000        
   Subsequent Penalties  Prior penalty amount plus $1000    
 Delinquency Fee  15% of billing       
         
  Three- and Four-Unit Rental Properties 

Initial 3-Year   $195        
    120-Day Re-Inspect  $195        
    1st Non-Compliance Penalty $350        
   Extension Inspection  $250        
 2nd Non-Compliance Penalty $1,000        
 3rd Non-Compliance Penalty $2,000        
   Subsequent Penalties  Prior penalty amount plus $1000    
 Delinquency Fee  15% of billing       
        



 

 

 
  Five- and Six-Unit Rental Properties 

Initial 3-Year   $235        
    120-Day Re-Inspect  $235        
    1st Non-Compliance Penalty $350        
   Extension Inspection  $300        
 2nd Non-Compliance Penalty $1,000        
 3rd Non-Compliance Penalty $2,000        
   Subsequent Penalties  Prior penalty amount plus $1000    
 Delinquency Fee  15% of billing       
         
  Seven- to Fifteen-Unit Rental Properties 

Initial 3-Year   $315        
    120-Day Re-Inspect  $315        
    1st Non-Compliance Penalty $350        
   Extension Inspection  $400        
 2nd Non-Compliance Penalty $1,000        
 3rd Non-Compliance Penalty $2,000        
   Subsequent Penalties  Prior penalty amount plus $1,000    
 Delinquency Fee  15% of billing       
        
  Rental Properties with 16 or More Units 

Initial 3-Year   $315+$10 per unit      
    120-Day Re-Inspect  $315+$10 per unit      
    1st Non-Compliance Penalty $350        
   Extension Inspection  125% of Initial 3-Year Inspection Fee    
 2nd Non-Compliance Penalty $1,000        
 3rd Non-Compliance Penalty $2,000        
   Subsequent Penalties  Prior penalty amount plus $1000    
 Delinquency Fee  15% of billing       
  
Failure to Appear or Gain Access 
1-15 Units (Base Penalty) 

1st Offense   $150    
2nd Offense   $250    
3rd Offense and subsequent $400   

16-49 Units    $200+ Base Penalty for Offense  
50+ Units    $300+ Base Penalty for Offense 
 
        
 
	  

 
 



 

 

   
                   

BILL NO. _______2012 

AN ORDINANCE 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
READING, BERKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, FEE SCHEDULE, TO REFLECT 
NEW RATES FOR HEALTH PERMIT INSPECTIONS 

 
THE CITY OF READING HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS: 
 
          SECTION 1: The Code of Ordinances of the City of Reading, Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, Fee Schedule for Health Permit Inspections shall be amended as attached. 
 
          SECTION 2: All other items, parts, sections, etc. of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Reading, Berks County, Pennsylvania, which are contrary to the schedule set forth above in 
Section 1 are hereby repealed; otherwise, all other items, parts, sections, etc. of said Code shall 
remain in effect unchanged and likewise are ratified. 
 
          SECTION 3: This ordinance shall be effective January 1, 2013 in accordance with Section 
219 of the City of Reading Home Rule Charter. 
 
                                                                          Enacted______________________, 2012 
 
 
                                                                          __________________________________  
                                                                                          President of Council 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_________________________________  
                    City Clerk 
 
 



 

 

 

Submitted to Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Received by the Mayor's Office: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Approved by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 
Vetoed by Mayor: ___________ 
Date: ____________ 
 



 

 

Health Permit Inspection Fees 
 
Small  Restaurant                                                          $160  yearly  
Large  Restaurant                                                        $165  yearly  
Itinerant  Restaurant                                              $100  yearly        
Ancillary  Restaurant                                            $80  yearly                                            
Small  Grocery                                                                    $150  yearly                                  
Large  Grocery                                                                  $175  yearly                  
Supermarket                                                                        $180  yearly                      
One  Item  Wholesale  LLC                            $335  yearly  
Multi  Item  Wholesale  LLC                        $150  yearly                    
Mobile  Vending            $75  yearly  
Catering/Commissary  License         $175  yearly  
Bakery  License               $160  yearly  
Deli  License               $150  yearly  
Food  Permit  Failure            $55  occurrence  
Health  Permit  Failure            $50  occurrence  
Health  Code  Violation  1st         $70  occurrence  
Health  Code  Violation  2nd         $95  occurrence  
Health  Code  Violation  No         $70  occurrence  
Show     

 

  
 
Ancillary	  Restaurant	  -‐	  includes	  non	  profits	  &	  concessions	   $100.00	  	  
Catering/Commissary	   $200.00	  	  
Small	  Grocery	  -‐	  less	  than	  1,500	  gross	  square	  feet	   $220.00	  	  
Large	  Grocery	  -‐	  1,500	  up	  to	  2,500	  gross	  square	  feet	   $400.00	  	  
Supermarket	  -‐	  greater	  than	  2,500	  gross	  square	  feet	   $600.00	  	  
Mobile	  Vending	   $125.00	  	  
Small	  Restaurant	  -‐	  50	  seats	  or	  less	   $220.00	  	  
Large	  Restaurant	  -‐	  more	  than	  50	  seats	   $400.00	  	  
Commercial	  Laundry	   $50.00	  	  
Re-‐inspection	  Fee	   $75.00	  	  
Non-‐corrected	  item	  at	  1st	  re-‐inspection	   $10.00	  	  
Non-‐corrected	  item	  at	  2nd	  re-‐inspection	   $25.00	  	  
Per	  Establishment	  Processing	  fee	   $50.00	  	  

 
 
 



 

 

 

 
BILL  NO.  ________  2012 

                      AN  ORDINANCE 
   
AMENDING  THE  CITY  OF  READING  CODIFIED  ORDINANCES  CHAPTER  10  
HEALTH  AND  SAFETY,  PART  4,  CERTIFICATE  OF  TRANSFER,  BY  REDEFINING  
PROPERTY  TO  INCORPORATE  ALL  REAL  ESTATE    INCLUDING  A  LOT  AND  
PROVIDING  A  DEFINITION  FOR  A  LOT.  
 
NOW,  THEREFORE,  THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  CITY  OF  READING  HEREBY  
ORDAINS  AS  FOLLOWS: 
   
SECTION  1.              Amending  the  Codified  Ordinances  Chapter  10  Health  and  Safety  by,  
Part  4,  Certificate  of  Transfer,  by  redefining  property  to  incorporate  all  real  estate  
including  a  lot  and  providing  a  definition  for  a  lot  as  attached  in  Exhibit  A. 
   
SECTION  2.                All  relevant  ordinances,  regulations  and  policies  of  the  City  of  
Reading,  Pennsylvania  not  amended  per  the  attached  shall  remain  in  full  force  and  
effect. 
   
SECTION  3.              If  any  section,  subsection,  sentence  or  clause  of  this  ordinance  is  held,  
for  any  reason,  to  be  invalid,  such  decision  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  the  remaining  
portions  of  the  Ordinance. 
   
   
                                                                                                                                      Enacted______________________,  2013 
   
   
      
                                                                                                                                  _______________________________                                                          
                                                                                                          President  of  Council 
  
Attest: 
   
   
_______________________________ 
                                                City  Clerk   
(Council  Staff)   



 

 

Submitted  to  Mayor:  ___________ 
Date:  ____________ 
   
Received  by  the  Mayor’s  Office:  ___________ 
Date:  ____________ 
   
Approved  by  Mayor:  ___________ 
Date:  ____________ 
   
Vetoed  by  Mayor:  ___________ 
Date:  ____________ 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
    
  
 
   



 

 

EXHIBIT  “A” 
   
  
  
Part	  4.    Certificate  of  Transfer 
Section  4-‐‑301  Declaration  of  Purpose.    The  City  of  Reading  City  Council  desires  to  
establish  certain  rules  and  regulations  related  to  the  transfer  of  property  within  the  City  
and  requiring  the  receipt  of  a  Certificate  of  Transfer  from  the  City  of  Reading  and  a  post  
settlement  inspection  for  all  City  of  Reading  residential,  non-‐‑residential  and  mixed-‐‑  use  
properties.    The  City  Council  finds  that  the  establishment  of  this  program  for  all  City  
residential,  non-‐‑residential,  and  mixed  use  properties  is  necessary  to  protect  the  public  
health,  safety,  and  welfare  by  ensuring  the  proper  maintenance  of  all  City  properties,  by  
identifying  and  requiring  correction  of  substandard  conditions,  and  by  preventing  
conditions  of  deterioration  and  blight  that  could  adversely  affect  economic  conditions  
and  the  quality  of  life  in  Reading. 
   
The  fees  assessed  in  this  Part  shall  be  revenue  neutral  and  will  only  cover  the  cost  of  the  
program.    The  fees  shall  be  reviewed  against  the  cost  of  the  program  annually  and  
recommendations  for  adjustments  shall  be  referred  by  ordinance  to  the  City  of  Reading  
City  Council. 
   
Nothing  in  this  ordinance  shall  preclude  the  buyer  from  seeking  legal  recourse  against  
the  Seller,  or  the  Seller’s  Agent  where  applicable,  within  the  Pennsylvania  Court  
system. 
   
§4-‐‑302.  Definitions. 
AGENT  -‐‑  any  person  who  for  monetary  or  other  consideration  aids  a  seller  in  the  sale  
of  property.  Whenever  used  in  any  clause  prescribing  or  imposing  a  penalty,  the  term  
"ʺagent,"ʺ  as  applied  to  partnerships  and  associations,  shall  mean  the  partners  or  
members  thereof  and,  as  applied  to  corporations,  the  officers  thereof.   
AGREEMENT  -‐‑  written  agreement  or  written  instrument  executed  by  the  seller  prior  to  
transfer  or  the  buyer  after  transfer  of  the  property  which  provides  the  City  with  the  
ability  to  perform  a  Health  and  Safety  Inspection. 
BUYER  -‐‑  an  individual  who  acquires  legal  or  equitable  title  pursuant  to  an  agreement  
of  sale. 
CERTIFICATE  OF  TRANSFER  -‐‑  the  certificate  issued  by  the  City  of  Reading  to  the  
owner  of  a  property  that  documents  that  the  property  is  permitted  for  the  use  indicated  
on  the  Certificate  and  is  based  on  the  property’s  compliance  with  the  applicable  City  of  
Reading  Ordinances  including  but  not  limited  to  the  Zoning  Ordinance  and  the  



 

 

Housing  Ordinance.    The  Certificate  of  Transfer  does  not  indicate  compliance  with  the  
City  of  Reading  Property  Maintenance  Ordinance. 
CERTIFICATE  OF  TRANSFER  PACKET-‐‑  packet  given  by  the  City  indicating  
approved  use,  rental  housing  information,  and  other  relevant  City  documentation. 
CITY  INSPECTOR  -‐‑  an  employee  or  contractor  engaged  by  the  City  of  Reading  to  do,  
among  other  things,  Health  and  Safety  Inspections. 
DAYS  -‐‑  calculation  of  days  in  this  Part  shall  be  by  calendar  days  unless  otherwise  noted  
in  this  Part.  If  the  expiration  of  the  day  is  on  a  Saturday,  Sunday  or  Holiday,  the  
deadline  shall  be  extended  until  the  next  business  day. 
DEFICIENCIES  -‐‑  those  items  indicated  on  a  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  report  that  
require  repair,  remediation  or  corrective  action  and/or  are  hazardous  conditions. 
DWELLING  UNIT  or  UNIT  -‐‑  a  single  unit  providing  complete,  independent  living  
facilities  for  one  or  more  persons,  including  permanent  provisions  for  living,  sleeping,  
eating,  cooking  and  sanitation. 
FAILURE  TO  APPEAR	  -‐‑  A  failure  to  appear  as  described  below  includes  inspection  
cancellations,  no  shows  and  no  entries  into  all  units. 
HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  COMPLIANCE  LETTER  -‐‑  a  letter,  correspondence  or  
document  issued  by  the  City  of  Reading  Property  Maintenance  Division  stating  that  the  
requirements  of  this  Part  and  the  minimum  habitability  requirements  set  forth  herein  
have  been  satisfied  and  any  founded  deficiencies  have  been  corrected. 
HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  INSPECTION  -‐‑  an  inspection  to  determine  the  condition  of  a  
property  in  accordance  with  such  standards  of  minimum  habitability  and  safety  as  shall  
be  determined  by  the  Property  Maintenance  Division. 
HEALTH  AND  SAFETY  INSPECTION  REPORT  -‐‑  a  report  issued  by  a  City  Inspector  
setting  forth  the  results  of  a  health  and  safety  inspection  which  shall  include  the  
designation  of  such  conditions  as  shall  require  repair  or  remediation  and  any  hazardous  
conditions  for  the  current  use  of  the  property. 
INDIVIDUAL  -‐‑  any  person,  partnership,  association,  corporation  or  other  entity. 
INSPECTION  REQUEST-‐‑  a  request  for  performance  of  a  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  
other  than  an  agreement  submitted  by  a  buyer  at  the  time  of  transfer  of  the  property.  
LOT  -‐‑  a  measured  parcel  of  land  having  fixed  boundaries  and  designated  on  a  plot  or  
survey  owned  or  meant  to  be  owned  by  an  individual,  group  or  corporation  whether  
used  for  commercial  or  private  use  and  may  consist  of  one  or  more  parcels.  
MIXED  COMMERCIAL/RESIDENTIAL  PROPERTY  -‐‑  a  property,  building  or  
structure  in  which  part  is  used  for  residential  purposes  and  another  part  is  utilized  for  
commercial  purposes.  Also  referred  to  as  mixed  residential/commercial  property  or  
mixed  use  -‐‑  commercial/residential  or  mixed  use  -‐‑  residential/commercial. 
MULTI-‐‑UNIT  DWELLING  -‐‑  a  building  arranged,  designed,  and  intended  to  provide  
two  or  more  dwelling  units.  Individual  dwelling  units  may  share  party  walls  with  other  
units  and  either  have  common  outside  access  areas  or  have  individual  outside  access  



 

 

areas.  Types  of  such  buildings  shall  include,  but  shall  not  be  limited  to,  townhouses,  
apartments,  and/or  condominiums. 
NOTICE  OF  VIOLATION  -‐‑  a  written  notice  issued  by  the  Property  
Maintenance  Division  directing  any  repair  or  remediation,  corrective  or  other  action  
relating  to  any  deficiencies  as  set  forth  in  a  report  that  may  include  a  time  frame  within  
which  any  such  action  must  be  taken. 
OWNER  -‐‑  entity  or  individual(s)  that  have  an  enforceable  claim  or  title  to  
an  asset  or  property,  and  is  recognized  as  such  by  law.  For  example,  a  lender  is  the  
legal  owner  of  a  property. 
PROPERTY  -‐‑  all  residential,  and  mixed  residential/commercial  buildings,  structures  or  
property  real  estate  within  the  City  of  Reading,  any  and  all  building(s)  or  other  
improvement(s)  and  the  land  on  which  the  buildings  and  improvements  are  situated. 
PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE  CODE  -‐‑  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  rules  and  
regulations  for  the  maintenance  of  all  structures,  including  administration,  enforcement  
and  penalties,  the  property  maintenance  code  known  as  the  International  Property  
Maintenance  Code,  2012  Edition,  as  published  by  the  International  Code  Council,  and  
adopted  by  the  City  of  Reading  City  Council  as  deleted,  modified  or  amended.    From  
the  date  on  which  this  Part  shall  take  effect,  the  provisions  thereof  shall  be  controlling  in  
the  maintenance  of  all  structures,  and  in  all  other  subjects  therein  contained,  within  the  
corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania,  as  per  Codified  Ordinances  
Chapter  5,  Part  6. 
PROPERTY  MAINTENANCE  DIVISION  –  The  City  of  Reading  Property  
Maintenance  Division. 
RENTAL  COMPLIANCE  LETTER  -‐‑  a  letter  or  document  issued  by  the  City  of  Reading  
Property  Maintenance  Division  upon  finding  and  stating  compliance  with  the  
applicable  City  of  Reading  Codified  Ordinances  following  performance  of  a  
rental  inspection. 
ROOM  or  ROOMING  UNIT  -‐‑  any  room,  area  or  group  of  rooms  forming  a  single  
habitable  unit  occupied  or  intended  to  be  occupied  for  sleeping  or  living,  but  not  for  
cooking  purposes  or  independent  living. 
ROOMING  HOUSE  -‐‑  a  building  arranged  or  occupied  for  lodging,  with  or  without  
meals,  for  compensation  and  not  occupied  as  a  one-‐‑  or  two-‐‑family  dwelling,  excluding  
hotels  and  motels. 
SALE  -‐‑  the  transfer  of  any  legal  or  equitable  interest  in  or  title  to  property,  including  
exchanges  of  properties  with  or  without  monetary  consideration.   
SELLER  -‐‑  the  owner  or  his  authorized  agent  or  appointee  of  the  property  that  will  be  
transferred  or  sold. 
SETTLEMENT  -‐‑  the  culmination  of  a  particular  transaction  involving  real  property  that  
results  in  the  transfer  or  conveyance  of  a  property  from  one  party  to  another. 



 

 

SINGLE-‐‑FAMILY  DWELLING  -‐‑  a  single  unit  providing  complete  independent  living  
facilities  for  one  or  more  persons,  including  permanent  provisions  for  living,  sleeping,  
eating,  cooking  and  sanitation.  A  single  unit  may  be  incorporated  within  a  series  of  row  
homes  sharing  a  common  firewall.  Types  of  such  buildings  shall  also  include  mobile  
and  modular  units. 
STRUCTURE(S)  –  any  manmade  object,  including  a  building,  radio  or  television  tower,  
fences,  walls,  carports,  porches  and  decks,  and  permanent  signs,  constructed  or  erected  
on  or  in  the  ground  or  water  or  upon  another  structure  or  building  and  having  an  
ascertainable  stationary  location.    The  term  “structure”  shall  not  include  walks,  
sidewalks  or  driveways. 
VACANT  PROPERTY  –  a  residential  or  mixed  use  (residential  and  other  permitted  
use)  property  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  “vacant  property”  if  it  is  continuously  
unoccupied  by  the  same  individual  or  basic  family  unit  as  a  residence  and/or  it  is  
unoccupied.  A  vacant  property  can  include  a  vacant  property  for  sale,  a  vacant  property  
for  rehabilitation,  a  code  compliant  vacant  property  and  a  vacation/second  residence. 
   
§  4-‐‑303.  Certificate  of  Transfer  Required. 

1. A  Certificate  of  is  required  for  any  property  held  for  sale  or  transfer  within  the  
City  of  Reading.    A  person  seeking  a  Certificate  of  Transfer  must  request  and  
complete,  in  its  entirety,  a  Certificate  of  Transfer  Application  supplied  by  the  
Property  Maintenance  Division  within  15  days  of  offering  the  property  for  sale.   

     
2. Issuance  of  Certificate  of  Transfer.  On  receipt  of  the  Certificate  of  Transfer  

Application,  the  Property  Maintenance  Division  shall  prepare  and  issue  the  
Certificate  of  Transfer  Property  Packet  to  the  Seller,  or  his  authorized  agent  by  
first  class  mail. 

   
3. Zoning  permits  and  other  licenses  do  not  transfer  to  the  new  owner.  The  new  

owner  must  make  application  to  the  proper  city  office(s). 
                                                                                                                 

4. If  a  property  will  be  a  Rental  Unit  which  was  not  a  recognized  rental  property  at  
the  time  of  sale,  the  Buyer  may  request  a  Rental  Inspection  in  place  of  a  Health  
and  Safety  Inspection.    If  the  Buyer  does  not  inform  Property  Maintenance  
Division  of  the  intent  to  rent  until  after  the  completion  of  the  Health  and  Safety  
Inspection,  the  property  must  undergo  a  full  Rental  Inspection  at  full  price  
according  to  the  Housing  Fee  Schedule. 

     
§4-‐‑304.  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  Procedure. 
To  commence  a  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  prior  to  settlement  or  transfer  of  a  
property,  the  seller  should  submit  a  request  to  the  City  of  Reading  Property  



 

 

Maintenance  Division  on  a  form  prepared  and  provided  by  the  Property  Maintenance  
Division.    If  the  property  has  not  transferred  to  a  new  owner  after  24  months  of  the  date  
of  the  Health  and  Safety  Compliance  Letter,  Any  property  with  a  Health  and  Safety  
Compliance  Letter  that  remains  for  sale  for  more  than  a  24  month  period,  while  owned  
by  the  original  applicant,  shall  undergo  a  new  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  at  half  
price.    
  
To  commence  a  Heath  and  Safety  Inspection  after  settlement  or  transfer  of  a  property,  
the  Property  Maintenance  Division  shall,  within  fifteen  (15)  business  days  of  
notification  from  the  Recorder  of  Deeds,  notify  the  new  owner  of  the  Health  and  Safety  
Inspection.    The  Property  Maintenance  Division  will  without  unreasonable  delay  
inform  the  seller  or  the  Buyer  of  the  date,  time  and  cost  of  the  inspection  as  per  the  City  
of  Reading  Fee  Schedule.             
   
1.                          An  inspection  of  the  property  shall  be  performed  and  billed  to  determine  
compliance  with  minimum  health  and  safety  standards  and  requirements  as  per  the  
current  allowable  use.    The  bill  includes  the  first  re-‐‑inspection,  but  further  re-‐‑
inspections  will  be  billed  according  to  the  Fee  Schedule.    These  minimum  health  and  
safety  standards  shall  not  prohibit  citations  for  other  significant  health  and  safety  
hazards  that  may  be  identified  by  the  inspector  during  the  inspection: 

A.  Each  dwelling  unit  must  have  an  operational  (working)  smoke  detector  
installed  in  all  common  areas,  including  the  basement,  every  designated  
bedroom  and  every  finished  attic  space  as  required  by  the  Property  Maintenance  
Code. 
B.  Each  dwelling  unit  must  meet  fire  standards  and  have  sufficient  egress  as  per  
the  Property  Maintenance  Code. 
C.  Each  dwelling  unit  must  have  an  existing  acceptable  60  ampere  service,  or  a  
minimum  100  ampere  three-‐‑wire  electric  service,  must  be  installed  for  the  
dwelling  as  required  by  the  Property  Maintenance  Code. 
D.  Each  dwelling  unit  must  have  kitchen  countertop  receptacles,  laundry  and  
bathroom  receptacles  must  be  ground  fault  circuit  interrupter  protected,  as  
required  by  Property  Maintenance  Code. 
E.  No  basement  or  attic  may  be  used  for  habitable  bedroom  units  except  by  
authorization,  approval  or  variance  of  the  City  Zoning  Hearing  Board  and  shall  
comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Property  Maintenance  Code. 
F.  All  properties  must  be  supplied  with  clearly  identifiable  numbers  (minimum  
of  3  inches  tall)  outside  the  property,  in  clear  view  of  the  street,  designating  the  
street  number  of  the  property  as  required  by  the  Property  Maintenance  Code. 
G.  The  property  must  have  a  sufficient  number  of  storage  containers  for  solid  
waste. 



 

 

H.    The  exterior  of  the  property  shall  be  in  compliance  with  the  Property  
Maintenance  Code. 
I.  All  properties  must  be  free  from  infestation  of  insects  or  vermin  as  required  by  
the  Property  Maintenance  Code. 
J.  All  properties  must  have  the  proper  permits,  licenses  and  zoning  permits  if  
being  used  for  anything  other  than  single-‐‑family  owner-‐‑occupied  purposes. 
K.  All  sidewalks,  walkways,  stairs,  driveways,  parking  spaces  and  similar  areas  
shall  be  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  repair,  and  maintained  free  from  hazardous  
conditions  as  required  by  the  Property  Maintenance  Code.  
L.    All  foundation  walls  shall  be  maintained  plumb  and  free  from  open  cracks  
and  breaks  and  shall  be  kept  in  such  condition  so  as  to  prevent  the  entry  of  
rodents  and  other  pests  as  required  by  the  Property  Maintenance  Code.  
M.    Every  exterior  stairway,  deck,  porch  and  balcony,  and  all  appurtenances  
attached  thereto,  shall  be  maintained  structurally  sound,  in  good  repair,  with  
proper  anchorage  and  capable  of  supporting  the  imposed  loads  as  required  by  
the  Property  Maintenance  Code.  
N.      There  shall  be  no  illegal  sewer/water  connections,  as  defined  under  the  
applicable  City  policies.  
O.  Every  handrail  and  guard  shall  be  firmly  fastened  and  capable  of  supporting  
normally  imposed  loads  and  shall  be  maintained  in  good  condition  as  required  
by  the  Property  Maintenance  Code.  
P.  All  other  parts  of  the  City  of  Reading  Property  Maintenance  Code.  
   

                                  
2.                            The  Property  Maintenance  Inspector  performing  the  inspection  has  the  right  
to  request  assistance  from  another  inspector  or  department  of  the  City  of  Reading  
including  but  not  limited  to  a  property  maintenance  inspector  or  a  trades  inspector.  In  
evaluating  the  inspection,  the  inspector  has  the  right  to  review  records  of  other  City  
Departments  or  Divisions.  
   
   
3.                            At  any  time  after  the  receipt  of  the  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  Report,  the  
Property  Maintenance  Division  may  undertake  such  further  actions  or  inspections  as  it  
deems  appropriate  consistent  with  the  applicable  ordinances  of  the  City  of  Reading,  
including,  but  not  limited  to,  a  full  inspection  for  any  applicable  codes  compliance  
and/or  the  issuance  of  a  Notice  of  Violation  based  upon  the  Health  and  Safety  
Inspection  Report  to  repair  or  remediate  or  otherwise  correct  any  deficiencies  indicated  
in  the  Health  and  Safety  Inspection    Report  within  such  time  as  may  be  set  forth  in  the  
Notice  of  Violation.  
    



 

 

4.   Failure  to  Appear  for  Inspection.    If  the  owner  or  authorized  agent  cannot  be  
available  at  the  proposed  time,  said  owner  or  authorized  agent,  shall  provide  no  less  
than  24-‐‑hour  written  notice  to  the  Property  Maintenance  Division.  Upon  failure  to  give  
such  written  notice  or  upon  failure  to  gain  entry,  an  administrative  fee  will  be  assessed  
against  the  owner  failing  to  supply  written  notice  to  appear.  If  the  property  owner  or  
authorized  agent  fails  to  appear  for  the  second  scheduled  inspection  an  administrative  
fee  will  be  assessed  against  the  property  owner.  If  the  property  owner  or  his  authorized  
agent  fails  to  appear  for  the  third  scheduled  inspection,  the  Property  Maintenance  
Division  shall  assess  an  administrative  fee  and  may  placard  the  subject  property  and/or  
promptly  seek  an  administrative  search  or  inspection  warrant  from  to  a  court  of  
competent  jurisdiction  by  supplying  all  necessary  affidavits  and  testimony  in  support  
thereof.  Refer  to  the  City  of  Reading  Fee  Schedule  for  appropriate  fees.  
 
§4-‐‑305.  Fees. 
1.    All  fees  required  for  a  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  shall  be  established  by  City  
Council  as  adopted  by  the  City  of  Reading  Fee  Schedule.  
   
2.    Non-‐‑Payment.  Non-‐‑payment  shall  not  preclude  performance  of  an  inspection  or  
recheck.  In  the  event  of  non-‐‑payment,  the  City  reserves  the  right  to  initiate  collection  
activities  and  the  appropriate  legal  action  if  the  bill  is  not  paid. 
   
§4-‐‑306.  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  Report. 

1.  Report.  Upon  the  completion  of  a  Health  and  Safety  Inspection,  a  report  
setting  forth  the  deficiencies  found  during  the  inspection  shall  be  prepared.  The  report  
shall  at  a  minimum  state  the  following:  

A.  Address  of  the  property  inspected. 
B.  Owner’s  name  and  mailing  address  (P.O.  Box  addresses  will  not  be  accepted). 
C.    Date  of  inspection. 
D.  Name,  position  (buyer  or  owner  and  their  authorized  agents)  and  address  of  
person(s)  requesting  the  inspection. 
E.  Deficiencies  found  per  requirements  of  this  Part.  If  no  deficiencies  are  found  
per  this  Part  it  shall  be  so  indicated. 
F.  Time  to  cure  deficiencies. 
G.  Directive  to  cure  deficiencies. 
H.  Right  to  appeal  as  defined  herein  by  §11-‐‑307-‐‑4. 
I.    If  the  property  has  been  found  to  be  a  commercial  use,  the  Health  and  Safety  
Inspection  Report  shall  indicate  the  zoning  district  the  property  is  located  in,  the  
permitted  zoning  use  of  the  property  and  a  business  license. 

   



 

 

2.  Service.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  inspection,  a  copy  of  the  Health  and  Safety  
Inspection  Report  shall  be  personally  delivered,  mailed  by  first  class  delivery  or  
emailed  to  the  person  or  party  requesting  the  inspection.    If  the  Health  and  Safety  
Inspection  is  performed  prior  to  sale,  the  Buyer  or  the  Buyer’s  Agent  may  also  request  a  
copy  of  the  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  Report  from  the  Property  Maintenance  
Division. 
   
   
3.  Validity.  The  Certificate  of  Transfer  will  be  valid  for  a  period  of  24  months.    If  a  
Health  and  Safety  Inspection  is  performed  prior  to  sale,  the  Health  and  Safety  
Inspection  Report  shall  also  be  valid  for  a  period  of  24  months.  If  deficiencies  or  
violations  are  not  corrected  within  120  days  of  the  original  inspection,  a  subsequent  
inspection  may  be  required  to  ensure  no  additional  violations  or  deficiencies  have  
occurred  since  the  initial  inspection.    Any  property  with  a  Health  and  Safety  
Compliance  Letter  that  remains  for  sale  for  more  than  a  24  month  period,  while  owned  
by  the  original  applicant,  shall  undergo  a  new  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  at  half  
price.   
 
(Ord.  16-‐‑2008,  2/11/2008,  §1) 
   
§4-‐‑307.  Report  Findings. 
1.  Findings  of  Deficiencies  or  Violations.  If  deficiencies  or  violations  for  the  current  
allowable  use  of  the  requirements  of  this  Part  are  discovered,  they  shall  be  set  forth  on  a  
Health  and  Safety  Inspection  Report.  Upon  findings  of  deficiencies  or  violations  of  this  
Part  are  found,  a  re-‐‑inspection  of  the  property  shall  be  scheduled  to  be  performed  upon  
expiration  of  the  time  period  provided  for  on  the  report  to  cure,  correct  or  abate  the  
violations.  If  the  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  is  completed  prior  to  sale,  the  Seller  is  
responsible  for  abating,  curing,  or  rehabilitating  any  deficiencies  found  within  the  
abatement  time  indicated  on  the  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  Report.    If  the  Health  and  
Safety  Inspection  is  completed  after  the  sale,  the  Buyer  is  responsible  for  curing  
deficiencies  within  the  abatement  time  indicated  on  the  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  
Report.      
   
2.  No  Deficiencies  Found.  If  no  deficiencies  or  violations  per  this  Part  are  discovered  
during  the  Health  and  Safety  Inspection,  a  Health  and  Safety  Compliance  Letter  shall  be 
issued  by  the  City  of  Reading  Property  Maintenance  Division  as  stated  herein. 
   
3.  Condemnation.  Nothing  in  this  Part  shall  preclude  an  inspector  from  placarding  or 
condemning  a  property  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  pursuant  to  City  of  Reading 
Codified  Ordinances,  if  it  is  determined  that  the  property  is  unfit  for  human  habitation. 



 

 

   
4.  Appeals.  If  a  person  disagrees  with  findings  in  a  Notice  of  Violation,  they  may  appeal  
said  findings  by  requesting  a  hearing  in  writing  within  5  days  of  receipt  of  the  Notice  of  
Violation  addressed  to  the  Director  of  Community  Development  or  his  designee,  Room  
3-‐‑06  City  Hall,  815  Washington  Street,  Reading,  PA  19601.  Any  subsequent  appeal  shall  
be  filed  to  the  Berks  County  Court  of  Common  Pleas  pursuant  to  2  Pa.C.S.  §751  and  
§752. 
   
(Ord.  16-‐‑2008,  2/11/2008,  §1) 
   
§4-‐‑308.    Health  and  Safety  Compliance  Letter  &  Rental  Compliance  Letter 
     
1.  Issuance.  Upon  determination  by  a  Property  Maintenance  Inspector  of  no  findings  of  
violations  or  deficiencies  of  this  Part,  a  Health  and  Safety  Compliance  Letter  shall  be  
prepared  and  issued  to  the  person  requesting  the  inspection.  The  letter  shall  be  served  
upon  the  person  requesting  the  inspection  via  first  class  mail  or  emailed  and  a  copy  
shall  be  placed  in  the  property  file  in  the  Property  Maintenance  Division.  The  Health  
and  Safety  Compliance  Letter  shall  state  that  as  of  the  date  of  issuance  of  the  letter  the  
property  complied  with  this  Part.  The  letter  shall  not  be  meant  to  be  nor  interpreted  that  
the  property  is  in  compliance  with  all  City  of  Reading  Codified  Ordinances.  
    
2.  Request  for  Extension.  The  person  requesting  an  inspection  may  submit  to  the  City  
of  Reading  Property  Maintenance  Division  in  writing  a  request  for  an  extension  of  time  
of  the  validity  of  the  Health  and  Safety  Compliance  Letter.  
    
3.  Timing  to  Request  Extension.  A  request  for  an  extension  may  be  requested  at  the  
time  of  the  first  reinspection.  
   
4.  Requirements.  A  request  for  an  extension  of  the  Health  and  Safety  Compliance  Letter  
shall,  at  a  minimum,  set  forth  the  reason  for  the  request  and  the  requested  length  of  
extension  of  validity  of  the  compliance  letter. 
   
5.  Response.  The  City  of  Reading  Property  Maintenance  Division  at  its  discretion  may  
approve  or  reject  a  request  for  an  extension  of  the  time  period  for  the  validity  of  a  
Health  and  Safety  Compliance  Letter.  The  Property  Maintenance  Division  shall  notify  
the  person  requesting  the  extension  of  its  decision  to  accept  or  reject  their  request  
within  fourteen  (14)  calendar  days  of  receipt  of  request  as  evident  by  the  time  stamp  of  
the  City  of  Reading  Property  Maintenance  Division  acknowledging  receipt.  Said  notice  
shall  be  mailed  via  first  class  mail  or  emailed  to  the  person  requesting  the  extension.    If  
the  request  is  rejected,  an  inspection  must  be  requested  and  performed  as  required  by  



 

 

this  Part  upon  expiration  of  the  validity  of  the  compliance  letter  if  necessary  to  comply  
with  this  Part.  
   
6.  Rental  Compliance  Letter. 

A.            If  the  property  being  sold  is  a  rental  unit  which  has  undergone  a  full  
rental  inspection  per  the  City  of  Reading  Codified  Ordinances  within  six  (6)  
months  of  transfer  of  the  property  and  a  letter  has  been  issued  by  the  City  of  
Reading  Property  Maintenance  Division  stating  that  the  property  is  code  
compliant,  the  property  is  not  required  to  undergo  a  Health  and  Safety  
Inspection.  The  Seller  or  Buyer  may  request  a  Health  and  Safety  Compliance  
Letter  based  on  the  Rental  Compliance  Letter. 

(Ord.  16-‐‑2008,  2/11/2008,  §1) 
     
§4-‐‑309.    Permits   
  
If  permits  are  required  to  perform  work  to  cure,  correct,  abate  or  remediate  any  
deficiencies  or  violations  noted  on  the  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  Report,  the  person  
requesting  the  inspection,  shall  be  responsible  to  obtain  or  ensure  obtaining  of  any  and  
all  permits  required  to  perform  such  work. 
 
  (Ord.  16-‐‑2008,  2/11/2008,  §1) 
    
§4-‐‑310.  Non  –  exclusive  Inspection    
  
The  performance  of  a  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  shall  not  remove  a  property  from  
the  schedule  of  routine  inspections  of  rental  properties  in  the  City  of  Reading  as  
conducted  per  the  City  of  Reading  Property  Maintenance  Code  [Chapter  5,  Part  6].  A  
Health  and  Safety  Inspection  shall  also  not  preclude  performance  of  an  inspection  by  
the  Department  of  Fire  and  Rescue  Services  or  Health  Inspector  of  the  City  of  Reading  
Property  Maintenance  Division,  City  of  Reading  Zoning  Office  or  other  City  Office  as  
provided  for  in  the  City  of  Reading  Codified  Ordinances.    
  
Nothing  in  this  Part,  shall  preclude  the  performance  of  an  inspection  upon  receipt  of  a  
complaint  of  violation  of  the  City  of  Reading  Codified  Ordinances  regarding  the  subject  
property.  
 
 
§4-‐‑311.  Enforcement 
  



 

 

1.  This  Part  shall  be  enforced  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  City  of  Reading  Property  
Maintenance  Division.  Enforcement  is  delegated  to  the  Property  Maintenance  Division. 
(Ord.  16-‐‑2008,  2/11/2008,  §1) 
 
§4-‐‑312.  Regulations  and  Forms 
   
The  Property  Maintenance  Division  is  hereby  authorized  to  establish  regulations,  
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  Part,  to  prepare  and  distribute  forms  to  implement  
this  Part  and  to  set  criteria  and  provide  for  the  qualifications  and  training  as  to  
applicable  City  ordinances  and  regulations  of  certified  inspectors  and  to  do  any  and  all  
other  acts  as  are  necessary  to  implement  the  terms  of  this  Part.  
(Ord.  16-‐‑2008,  2/11/2008,  §1) 
  
§4-‐‑313.  Exemptions.  
  
The  following  real  estate  transactions  shall  be  exempted  from  the  Certificate  of      
Transfer  and  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  requirements:  
    
1.    The  conveyance  of  an  owner  occupied  primary  residential  property  transferring  
from  a  decedent(s)  to  his  devisee(s)  or  heir(s).    
2.    The  conveyance  of  an  owner  occupied  primary  residential  property  transferring  
between  spouses  due  to  a  divorce  action.  
3.  The  conveyance  of  a  property  to  a  municipality,  township,  school  district  or  county  or  
its  agencies  pursuant  to  acquisition  by  the  municipality,  township,  school  district  or  
county  of  a  tax  delinquent  property  at  sheriff  sale  or  tax  claim  department  sale.  
4.  The  conveyance  of  a  property  to  the  Commonwealth  or  to  any  of  its  instrumentalities,  
agencies  or  political  subdivisions  by  gift,  dedication  or  deed  in  lieu  of  condemnation  or  
deed  of  confirmation  in  connection  with  condemnation  proceedings,  or  a  reconveyance  
by  the  condemning  body  of  the  property  condemned  to  the  owner  of  record  at  the  time  
of  condemnation,  which  reconveyance  may  include  property  line  adjustments  provided  
said  reconveyance  is  made  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  condemnation.  
 
§4-‐‑314.  Violations   
Any  person  who  shall  violate  a  provision  of  this  Part,  or  who  shall  fail  to  comply  with  
any  of  the  requirements  thereof  or  any  amendments  thereof  shall  be  subject  to  a  charge  
of  summary  offense  and  the  fines  and/or  penalties  set  forth  herein.  
 
§4-‐‑315.  Penalties    
    



 

 

The  following  penalties  may  be  levied  on  either  or  both  of  the  seller  and  buyer,  or  new  
owner  should  either  fail  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  this  ordinance:  
  
1.  Failure  to  obtain  a  Certificate  of  Transfer  within  15  days  of  the  time  the  property  is  
offered  for  sale  or  transfer  will  result  in  a  penalty  as  per  the  City  of  Reading  Fee  
Schedule.    
 
2.    Failure  to  correct  any  deficiencies  per  the  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  Report  will  
result  in  penalties  as  stated  in  the  Property  Maintenance  Code.  
(Ord.  16-‐‑2008,  2/11/2008,  §1) 
 
§4-‐‑316.  Other  Causes  of  Action 
  
  Nothing  in  this  Section  shall  preclude  the  City  of  Reading  Property  
Maintenance  Inspector  instituting  the  appropriate  proceeding  at  law  or  in  equity,  to  
restrain,  correct  or  abate  such  violation,  or  to  require  the  removal  or  termination  of  the  
unlawful  occupancy  of  the  structure  in  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  Code  or  of  the  
order  or  direction  made  pursuant  thereto.  Any  action  taken  by  the  authority  having  
jurisdiction  on  such  premises  shall  be  charged  against  the  real  estate  upon  which  the  
structure  is  located  and  shall  be  a  lien  upon  such  real  estate. 
(Ord.  16-‐‑2008,  2/11/2008,  §1) 
 
§4-‐‑317.  Liability  of  City/Buyer/Inspector 
    
1.  The  Health  and  Safety  Inspection  report  should  not  be  construed  as  a  full  Property  
Maintenance  Inspection  and  is  not  intended  to  replace  such  or  supplement  any  private  
inspection  of  the  condition  of  the  property  as  may  be  deemed  desirable  by  the  property  
owner  or  other  entities. 
   
2.  Neither  the  enactment  of  this  Part  nor  the  preparation  and  delivery  of  any  document  
pursuant  hereto  shall  impose  any  liability  upon  any  City  Inspector  for  any  errors  or  
omissions  contained  in  any  report  nor  shall  the  City  or  City  Inspector  bear  any  liability  
not  otherwise  imposed  by  law.  The  owner  and  subsequent  buyer  of  any  property  shall  
remain  wholly  liable  for  compliance  with  the  City'ʹs  Property  Maintenance  Code  
[Chapter  5,  Part  6],  Trades  Codes,  the  Zoning  Ordinances  [Chapter  27]  and  any  and  all  
other  applicable  ordinances  of  the  City. 
   
	   
 
 



 

 

 
R E S O L U T I O N NO._______________ 

 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY RESOLVES AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 That Mary Wolfe is reappointed to the Blighted Property Review 
Committee with a term ending December 10, 2016.  
 
 
 
 

Adopted by Council__________________________, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 

Francis G. Acosta 
President of Council 

 
 

Attest: 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Linda A. Kelleher 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
R E S O L U T I O N NO._______________ 

 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY RESOLVES AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 That Williams Sands III is appointed to the Historical Architectural 
Review Board with a term ending December 10, 2017.  
 
 
 
 

Adopted by Council__________________________, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 

Francis G. Acosta 
President of Council 

 
 

Attest: 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Linda A. Kelleher 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
R E S O L U T I O N NO._______________ 

 
 
 THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF READING HEREBY RESOLVES AS 
FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 That Geoffrey Litwin is reappointed to the Electrician’s Examining 
Board with a term ending October 1, 2018.  
 
 
 
 

Adopted by Council__________________________, 2012 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________ 

Francis G. Acosta 
President of Council 

 
 

Attest: 
 
 
 
_______________________ 
Linda A. Kelleher 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


